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What Are YOU Doing 
to Help Win the War? 


It has been said that “this war on 
autocracy has resolved itself into a war 
on waste.” 


The big business men of our country 
realize that the big business of our coun- 
try is to win the war. 








To that end every other busi- “Thrift,” then, must become 


ness must be subordinated. 


The sacrifice of those at home 
must equal the service of those 
“over there.” 

Personal comfort must give 


way to conservation for the gen- 
eral good. 


In no other way can our country 
merit the fruits of a successful war on 
autocracy. 

















our watchword and enter into 


every act of expenditure whether 
for private or public interest. 


This applies as forcefully to 
expenditures for pipe as for pro- 
visions—buy only what is neces- 
sary and only that kind which 
will. best serve your purpose. 


But in the matter of pipe, “thrift” is 
best exercised by the selection. of that 
which will give the longest service. 


The Cast Iron Pipe Publicity Bureau 


1 Broadway, New York 
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The Gas Machinery Company 
Cleveland, Ohio 





COAL GAS PLANTS WATER GAS PLANTS 
BY-PRODUCT MACHINERY 


























NOTE:— 


This advertisement is only to keep 
you reminded of the 


U. G. I. Vertical Retorts 


The best system of coal carbonization 
in America today 


Figures prove this and the guarantees of 


THE UNITED GAS IMPROVEMENT CO., Philadelphia 
Back it up 
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New Gas Association Would Carry On, Along 
National Lines, the Kind of Work a Single 
Gas Company Which Controlled the Entire 


Industry 


of the Country Would Un- 


dertake for Its Own and the 
Public’s Benefit 


Held that One Association as |the Personification of the Gas Industry Will Take On Added 
Dignity in the Minds of the Public—Company Members Would Control Association— 
Organization Meeting to be Held in New York City June 6 at Which Time 
Members Will be Called Upon to Dissolve Gas Institute and 
National Commercial Association 


The first complete official information in regard to 
the proposed new gas association, which will consoli- 
date and enlarge the activities of. the American Gas 
Institute and the National Commercial Gas Associa- 
tion, in the form of a prospectus prepared by the Joint 
Committee on Amalgamation, and approved by the public 
relations committee of the American Gas Institute, 
the public policy committee of the National Commer- 
cial Gas Association and by the boards of directors of 
both, has been made public. 

The need for one strong central gas organization, 
with adequate financial backing, widespread membership 
and well co-ordinated undertakings, has never been, it 
is held, as self-evident as at the present time. 

The new association will be organized to carry on, 
on national lines, exactly the kind of work that a single 
gas company, which controlled the.entire industry of the 
country, would undertake for its%own and the public’s 
benefit. 

One representative organization¢will be in a position 
to gather and disseminate to gas companies, and to 
Federal and State authorities, accurate information on 
both technical and commercial matters—information 
which is often not obtainable by the two associations 
under their present limitations. The new organization 
will take over and enlarge the present educational work 
of the two associations, thereby .providing adequate 
training for individuals without duplication and with 
a minimum of expense to both individuals and gas com- 
panies. It will also be in a far better position to assist 





companies in their many complex and diversified prob- 
lems of manufacture, distribution, merchandising and 
finance. 


Witt Take on Appep DIGNITY 


One association as the personification of the gas in- 
dustry will take on an added dignity in the minds of the 
public and also of regulatory bodies, who will accept 
its opinion as authority in matters concerning the rela- 
tions between the public and gas companies. 

The company members will, through delegates, con- 
trol the association, for through them will come the 
largest share of the financial backing which will make 
possible the success of the association. Dues of com- 
pany members will be based on their annual gross 
revenue from the sales of gas, and each company will 
have one vote. 

The influence of the individual members will be felt 
in the operation and control of the respective sections 
(the association will be divided into five) to which they 
belong. The annual dues of individual active members 
will be modest enough to enable any gas man to affiliate 
himself with one or all of the sections. In this way he 
will receive the literature of the sections in which he is 
interested, and through his own membership and the 
chairman of his section he will be in close touch with 
the activities and control of the entire organization. 

The chairmen and vice-chairmen of the sections, as 
well as the general officers, are to be elected by the 
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individual members, and since the chairman of each 
section becomes ex-officio a vice-president of the 
association, each section is adequately represented on 
the general executive board. 


Tue Osyects SoucHt 


The sections will hold separate meetings at the an- 
nual conventions, at which time the members of each 
section will elect its officers, appoint its committees and 
discuss and pass upon the business pertaining to its 
particular branch of the industry. 

A meeting of the members of the two associations for 
organizing the new association will be called on Thurs- 
day, June 6, at 10 a. m., at the Engineering Societies 
Building, 29 West Thirty-ninth Street, New York. 

The following is submitted as the approved constitu- 
tion and by-laws of the new association. 

The objects of the proposed new association are as 
follows: 

“To promote and develop the gas industry and to co- 
ordinate its activities to the end that it may serve to the 
fullest possible extent the best interests of the public. 

“To increase the effectiveness of gas service for light, 
heat and power for the mutual benefit of the producers 
and the users. 

“To advance to the highest efficiency the method of 
manufacture, distribution, utilization, sales and account- 
ing employed in the gas industry, and to collect, co- 
ordinate and disseminate ideas and information for_this 
purpose. 

“To conserve and encourage investment in the gas 
industry. 

“To promote closer relations and cordial co-operation 
in all branches of the gas industry. 

“To advance knowledge and learning in the sciences, 
and to stimulate invention and research, especially as 
applied to the gas industry. 

“To co-operate with other organizations in efforts 
towards economic advancement, accident prevention, 
conservation, standardization and other activities. 

‘To provide methods of education for employees in 
the gas industry and generally to increase individual 
efficiency.” 

The name of this association shall be the American 
Gas Association. 

Members of the association shall consist of three 
classes, as follows: Company members, active mem- 
bers, honorary members. ° 

Company members shall be: Gas companies ; holding 
companies of gas companies, providing all of their sub- 
sidiary gas companies are company members. 

Manufacturers—companies or individuals engaged in 
the manufacture or sale of apparatus, appliances or 
supplies pertinent to the manufacture or sale of gas. 

Each company member shall be entitled to appoint 
one accredited delegate, who may attend and vote in 
executive session. He shall also be entitled to attend 
and vote in all general and sectional meetings of the 
association. 


ActivE MEMBERS 


Active members shall be officers or employees of com- 
pany members, elected or continued from year to year 
with the written approval of the company member with 
which they are connected ; or individuals engaged in or 
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interested in the advancement of the gas industry, who 
shall become or remain members only upon the annual 
invitation and approval of the executive board. 

Active members shall be entitled to attend and vote 
at all general meetings, and at the meetings of the 
sections of which they are members. 

Honorary members shall be those who, on account of 
their standing or qualifications, in the opinion of the 
executive board, are entitled to such honor. They shall 
have all the privileges of active members, except the 
right to vote or hold office. 

Members of the American Gas Institute and National 
Commercial Gas Association in good standing at the 
time of the organization of this association shall auto- 
matically become members of the association. 

Every application for company or active membership 
shall be made to the secretary-manager, in writing, on 
a form approved by the executive board, and shall be 
endorsed by two members of the class in which the 
applicant desires membership; except in the case of an 
applicant for active membership employed by a com 
pany member, the endorsement of such company mem- 
ber shall be sufficient. 

Every application must contain an agreement of the 
applicant to comply with the requirements of the con- 
stitution, if elected, and must be accompanied by one 
year’s dues for his class of membership. 

The executive board shall pass upon all applications 
for membership, and it shall have power to confer 
privileges of membership, except voting, upon the appli- 
cant, pending his admission at the annual meeting of the 
association, at which time company members shall be 
voted for in executive session, and active members shall 
be voted for in general session. 

Honorary members shall be elected upon the recom- 
mendation of the executive board, and approved by two- 
thirds vote of the members present in general sessions. 

The officers of the association shall be a president, a 
vice-president, five sectional vice-presidents, a secretary- 
manager, a treasurer and sixteen directors. 

These officers, with the exception of the secretary- 
manager, together with the retiring president, shall con- 
stitute the executive board, which shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction over all matters relating to the management 
of the association, including the control of its finances 
and all of its activities. 


Drviwep In Five SEcTIONS 


The association shall be divided into five sections, 
i. €., accounting, commercial, technical, natural gas and 
manufacturers sections. Each section shall elect its own 
chairman and vice-chairman, and the chairman shall 
become a sectional vice-president of the association. 

Subject to the direction of the executive board: The 
accounting section shall have jurisdiction over all mat- 
ters relating to accounting and to the keeping of cus- 
tomers’ records. 

The commercial section shall have jurisdiction over 
all matters relating to the sale of gas and gas appli- 
ances and to the developments of the utilization of gas. 

The technical section shall have jurisdiction over all 
matters relating to the production and distribution of 
gas and by-products. 

The natural gas section shall have jurisdiction over 
all matters relating to the production, transmission, dis- 
tribution, utilization and sale of natural gas. 
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The manufacturers’ section shall have jurisdiction 
over all exhibitions, and shall consider such matters as 
relate to the manufacture and design of apparatus, ap- 
pliances or supplies used in the production, distribution 
and utilization of gas. 

Additional sections of the association may be formed 
by the executive board when approved by a majority 
vote of active members in general session, or upon 
written application of fifty active members, when ap- 
proved by a majority vote of the active members in gen- 
eral session. 

The executive board may authorize the organization 
of one or more geographic or company divisions when- 
ever the formation of such divisions may seem to it to 
be desirable. : 

The executive board may make with any similar asso- 
ciation an affiliation agreement providing the objects 
or interests of such association are not in conflict with 
those of the American Gas Association. 

The annual meeting of the association shall be held in 
October or November, at such time and such place as 
is approved in general session upon recommendation of 
the committee appointed by the president. 

In case of emergency, the executive board shall have 
the power to change the time and place of meeting. 


Tue ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual meeting shall consist of : 

An executive session attended by duly accredited dele- 
gates of company members. This session shall elect 
new company members to the association, shall elect the 
eight directors, as provided for in the by-laws, and a 
committee of six representative members to nominate 
officers for election at the next annual meeting. 

The executive session shall also consider any business 
which has been referred to it by the executive board. 

A general session attended by all members. This 
session shall elect active members to the association, 
shall elect the president, vice-president and treasurer of 
the association, shall receive the annual address of the 
president, and shall receive and discuss subjects of gen- 
eral interest to the meeting. 

A special general session ot the association, or a spe- 
cial executive session of duly accredited delegates of 
company members, may be called at @ny time by the 
executive board through the president of the associa- 
tion. 

Notices of all such special meetings shall be sent not 
less than thirty days prior to such meeting direct to 
every member, stating the date, the place of such meet- 
ing and the business to be transacted thereat. 

At the written request of fifty company members the 
president shall call a special executive session of duly 
accredited delegates of company members. at which 
meeting no business other than that for which the meet- 
ing was called shall be transacted. 

Notices of all such special meetings shall be sent not 
less than thirty days prior to such meeting direct to 
every company member, stating the date, the place of 
such meeting, and the business to be transacted thereat. 

Nothing in this article shall prevent the association 
from holding executive, general or sectional meetings at 
other places or time not provided for in this article. 

At the annual meeting the sections may hold separate 
or joint meetings. They shall .elect their presiding 
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officers, and receive and consider papers and committee 
reports. 

Any member, with the consent of the presiding officer, 
may admit a guest to each or any meeting of the associa- 
tion, except in executive session, but such guest or per- 
son shall not take part in any of the discussions unless 
permission to do so is given by the meeting. 


THe ANNUAL DUES 


The annual dues, which shall be due Oct. 1, shall be 


as follows: 
For company members: 


1. Gas companies—$10 per year, plus 1/30 of 1 per 
cent of the annual gross sales of gas. during the previ- 
ous calendar or fiscal year, up to and including $2,000,- 
000; for additional gross sales above $2,000,000, 1/50 
of 1 per cent. 

2. Manufacturer companies— 


Class A—Under $50,000 gross annual revenue de- 
rived from the gas business during the previous calen- 
dar or fiscal year, per year $10, plus $20. 

Class B—From $50,000 to $250,000 gross annual rev- 
enue derived from the gas business during the previous 
calendar or fiscal year, per year $10, plus $90. 

Class C—From $250,000 to $750,000 gross annual 
revenue derived from the gas business during the previ- 
ous calendar or fiscal year, per year $10, plus $190. 

Class D—From $750,000 to $1,500,000 gross annual 
revenue derived from the gas business during the previ- 
ous calendar or fiscal year, per year $10, plus $290. 

Class E—Over $1,500,000 gross annual revenue de- 
rived from the gas business during the previous calendar 
or fiscal year, per year $10, plus $490. 

Manufacturer companies may elect, if they so desire, 
to pay dues higher than that indicated by their gross 
annual revenue derived from the gas business. 

At the end of every three years the executive board 
shall, if necessary, revise the dues of manufacturer 
company members, so that the estimated annual income 
therefrom shall not exceed the estimated annual income 
from the dues of other company members. 

The ruling of the executive board shall be conclusive 
as to the amount of dues that shall be paid by any 
company member. 

3. Holding companies—$100 per annum. 

The annual dues of active members who are in the 
employ of company members shall be as follows: 

Five dollars for membership in one section. 

Seven dollars for membership in two sections. 

Nine dollars for membership in three sections. 

One dollar for membership in each additional section. 

The annual dues of other active members shall be 
$25, which shall confer registration in all sections. 

The board of directors shall have authority to prorate 
the annual dues of any member joining the association 
during the second six months of the association’s fiscal 
year. 

The constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote 
of the members present at a meeting of the association 
in general session, provided the proposed amendment 
shall have the approval of the executive board, and pro- 
vided that a copy shall have been sent to the members at 
least thirty days prior to the date of the meeting at 
which time the proposed amendment is to be acted upon. 

The association shall maintain a permanent office in 
the city of New York. 








Sienasersvetei OF OFFICERS 


The executive session shall elect by ballot six repre- 
sentative members to serve as a committee to nominate 
the officers and directors to be voted on at the next 
annual meeting. 


Each representative may vote for six members, and 
the members receiving the highest number of votes shall 
constitute the nominating committee for the next year. 

The nominating committee shall, at least four months 
prior to the next annual meeting, submit to the secre- 
tary-manager its recommendations for election of a 
president, vice-president, treasurer and eight directors 

for the two-year term. 

These nominations shall be announced to the mem- 
bers at least three months before the annual meeting. 

Fifty company members of this association may place 
in nomination for any or all officers of the association 
names additional to those submitted by the nominating 
committee, and these additional nominees shall be pre- 
sented to the secretary-manager two months before the 
annual meeting and shall be announced by the secretary- 
manager to the members of the association one month 
before the annual meeting. 

The president, vice-president and treasurer shall be 
voted for in general session, and the eight directors 
shall be voted for in executive session. 

The sixteen directors shall be elected by company 
members in executive session. Four of these directors 
shall be representatives of manufacturer companies and 
twelve representatives of gas or holding companies. 
Eight of these directors shall be chosen at each annual 
meeting, and they shall hold office for two years. 

Officers and directors shall retain their offices until 
‘their successors have qualified. The term of all elected 
officers shall begin two weeks after adjournment of the 
_ annual meeting at which they are elected. 

The executive board may, at its discretion, fill vacan- 
cies due to other causes than expiration of term. 

The president shall preside at all general and execu- 
tive sessions of the association, and at all meetings of 
the executive board, and shall be a member ex-officio of 
all committees, and shall perform such other duties as 
may be assigned to him by the executive board. 

In case of absence, disability or death of the president, 
his duties shall devolve upon the vice-president, and in 
case of absence, disability or death of the vice-president, 
the duties of president shall devolve upon a presiding 
officer appointed by the executive board. 

The sectional vice-presidents, as chairmen of the sev- 


eral sections of the association, shall preside at all meet- 


ings of the sections which they represent, and shall, with 
the approval of the executive board, appoint committees 
to deal with matters pertaining to the work of their re- 
spective sections. 

They shall be ex-officio members of all committees 
of their sections. 

In case of the absence, disability or death of a chair- 
man of one of the several sections of the association, 
his duties shall devolve upon the vice-chairman of that 
section. 

The secretary-manager and assistant secretaries shall 
be appointed by the executive board, and shall serve 
until their successors are appointed, and they shall per- 
form such duties as the executive board may direct. 

The treasurer shall perform such duties as are im- 
plied by his title, and such as are assigned by the execu- 
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‘tive board. He shall be bonded in such sum and wiih 
such qualifications as the executive board may from 
time to time determine. 

The executive board shall be trustees to take and ho|:{ 
any and all property, real and personal, of the associ: 
tion. 

All moneys due the association shall be paid to the 
treasurer, and by him deposited in a bank designated 
by the executive board. He shall pay all bills by check, 
after approval by the president and a member of the 
finance committee. 

The treasurer shall make an annual report to tle 
board of directors of his transactions, and he shall, wit) 
the assistance of the secretary-manager, prepare anil 
submit to the finance committee, at the first meeting 
after the close of the fiscal year, a draft of budget or 
estimate containing the anticipated income and expend 
tures incident to the affairs of the association during the 
ensuing year. 

The finance committee shall consider the draft of 
budget or estimate submitted by the treasurer, and add 
thereto or remove therefrom such items as they may 
deem advisable. 

When approved by the finance committee, the budget 
shall be submitted to the board of directors for further 
action. ; 

The president may appoint, with the approval of the 
executive board, such committees as may be necessary. 


STATE REPRESENTATIVES 


The executive board shall elect immediately after its 
organization, a finance committee to consist of five mem- 
bers, of whom not more than two shall be members of 
the board. This committee shall, under the direction of 
the board, have supervision of the financial affairs of 
the association. It shall examine such books and ac- 
counts as may be necessary and report thereon to the 
members at the annual meeting. No official whose 
accounts are subject to examination shall be a member 
of such committee. 

The executive board shall appoint official State repre- 
sentatives to conduct such business of the association as 
may be delegated to them by the executive board. The 
representative of each State shall either be selected or 
approved by a majority vote ofthe accredited delegates 
of company members of that State. 

Voting at all meetings shall be confined to members 
present. 

A quorum for the transaction of business shall be as 
follows: For the executive board, nine members ; for an 
executive session, fifteen members ; for a general ses- 
sion, fifty members; for a sectional meeting, fifteen 
members. 

Any member may resign from membership by giving 
written notice to that effect to the secretary-manager 
and paying all dues to date, unless released from said 
payment by a vote of the executive board. 

A member who is in arrears of dues for one year 
shall not be entitled to vote, nor to participate in the 
deliberations of the association, nor to receive a copy 
of its publications. 

Any member who is in arrears for two years’ dues 
shall be dropped from membership. 

A member dropped for non-payment of dues may, 
upon payment of all delinquencies, be reinstated at the 
option of the executive board. The executive board 
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may, at its discretion, temporarily continue the member- 
ship of an individual or company whose dues for two 
consecutive years shall remain unpaid. 

\n active member may be expelled for cause from 
the association by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present at any meeting of the association in general ses- 
sion upon the recommendation of the executive board. 

A company member may be expelled for cause from 
the association by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present at any meeting of the association in executive 
session upon the recommendation of the executive 
board. 

The association shall issue at regular intervals bulle- 
tins, proceedings and any other publications necessary 
to record the progress made in the industry and to give 
members information useful in their various work. All 
such publications shall be issued under the direction of 
the secretary-manager, but subject to the approval of 
the executive board as to scope, policy and expenditures. 

Company members shall receive one complete set of 
the proceedings, and one copy of all other general pub- 
lications issued at regular intervals by the association. 

An active member shall receive one copy of the pro- 
ceedings of the section or sections to which he belongs, 
and one copy of the official bulletin of the association. 

The annual subscription price of the Bulletin shall 
be $3, and shall be included in the annual dues of 
members. i 

All papers and drawings submitted for publication 
shall be considered the property of the association, and 
shall be retained in its possession until these have been 
officially released by the order of a properly designated 
official. 


Recommends that Those Who Have in Any 
Way Changed Methods of Manufac- 
ture Look Into the Corrosion 
Problem 


This aspect of gas manufacture and supply is one 
that should not be entirely overlooked, even in the 
stress of present workaday conditions. In_ very 
many places the quality and constitution of the gas 
supplied have undergone considerable modification, 
as compared with pre-war conditions. There are, too, 
proposals before the industry advocating a still fur- 
ther radical departure from existing conditions of 
supply in which the corrosive possibilities should not 
escape notice. There are many undertakings which 
have experienced a greatly increased demand for gas 
for essential national needs, and this has synchronized 
with increasing difficulties in regard to coal supplies 
and a serious increase in the foreign matter which the 
coal contains. As a consequence, various expedients 
have been resorted to for meeting the demantus of the 
consumers. The gas may have been “stretched” to 
the utmost limit, with the inevitable increase in the 
quantity of furnace gases drawn into the retort. In 
other cases blue water gas has been resorted to either 
by being generated separately and added to the pro- 
duction of horizontal retorts, or by an increased use 
of steam in vertical retorts. It seems inevitable that 
under such circumstances the proportion of carbonic 
acid, and possibly of oxygen, in the gas as it reaches 
the gas holders is an increasing.quantity, especially 
as purification by means of lime has been almost, if 
not entirely, abandoned. In the presence of oxygen 
and moisture, carbonic acid is an active agent of cor- 
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rosion, and it is reasonable to assume that if these 
constituents increase in a given volume ot gas the pos- 
sibility of corrosion will also increase. Cyanides in 
the gas afford another potentiality for corrosion of in- 
ternal surfaces of manufacturing and distributive 
plant, and as carbonizing temperatures are increased 
the ammonia produced will increasingly decompose 
into cyanides and nitrogen, and where the gas is not 
washed for their recovery the cyanides will pass for- 
ward for good or ill. 

Under the circumstances it would be well for those 
in a position to do so, and who have in any way 
changed their methods of manufacture, to look into 
the corrosion problem. Where steel mains have been 
laid for a few years, for example, it would be worth 
while, if only for the sake of reassurance, to cut out 
a length and ascertain in that way thé physical char- 
acteristics of the internal surface. In regard to gas 
holders, an examination of the crown plates could be 
made by putting the holders temporarily out of ac- 
tion, if practicable, and removing the manhole covers, 
but side plates can only be inspected when the holder 
is out of action and the tank emptied. In these days 
holder repairs are being held over in a great number 
of instances owing to the difficulty in getting mate- 
rials and labor, or owing to the inability to lay them 
aside for the uncertain length of time which repairs 
would entail. Even where an examination of gas 
holders is not practicable now, it is worth while to 
prepare a scheme whereby all gas holders which are 
subjected to repairs from now onwards should be 
thoroughly reported on by someone on behalf of the 
industry, whereby information could be collected for 
general reference. 

Particulars such as the following would be emi- 
nently useful in attempting to arrive at satisfactory 
conclusions as to corrosive effects on gas holders: 
(1) Number of years at use; (2) condition of plates; 
(3) character of water supply; (4) quality and gen- 
eral composition of gas made, and so on. Such an 
investigation would proceed over a series of years, 
but that does not provide a sound reason for neglect- 
ing it. The capital cost of gas holders, even in peace 
times, is a substantial percentage of the total capital 
of gas undertakings, and nothing should be left un- 
done that will ensure the longer possible life of such 
structures. As regards proposals for radically chang- 
ing the quality and composition of gas to be supplied 
in the future, any wise engineer will require satisfac- 
tory assurances that the “life” of the plant he controls 
will not be reduced before he extends a welcome to 
any of them.—The Gas World, 





A Labor Union Periodical Points Out an 
Inconsistency 

The Union, one of the oldest labor papers in the 
United States, published at Indianapolis, recently con- 
tained an editorial under the heading, “How About 
Conserving the Public Utilities.” With reference to the 
justice of utilities asking increased rates at the present 
time, the editorial contained the following paragraph: 

“Now this is obviously true: Either the public service 
commissions erred egregiously in estimating costs and 
fixing maximum rates when it made its schedules, under 
the old fixed charges for raw material and other costs 
of production, or the public utilities corporations are 
to-day carrying an unjust and impossible burden.” 
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OUTLINED IN ARTICLE 


Mapping and Recording Distribution and Trans- 


mission Systems of Gas Companies 
A Discussion of Methods Employed and a Suggested Method—Keeping Unit Costs of Various 


Features—Record Forms 


By G. E. STELLER 
Southern Counties Gas Company of California 


To keep permanent usable records of a distributing 
system it is necessary to have an accurate mapping 
system and the reports from which they are made sys- 
tematically filed. The accompanying forms are aimed 
to be complete in themselves, and duplication of reports 
and trafisferring to other forms kept to a minimum. 
All reports are made 8% x 11 in., or letter size; no odd 
sizes of reports and papers, which are easily misplaced, 
due to difference in sizes. 


THe Maps 


First, let us consider the maps; the maps themselves 
are usually left to the last thing, but should be con- 
sidered first. 

The size and scale should be considered. Maps kept 
in atlas form, indexed, numbered and giving the num- 
bers of adjoining maps have proved most satisfactory. 
The size between cut lines should be 14 x 27 in. and 
the margin line 1 in. from the cut lines, or enclosing 
an area 16 x 29 in., then a margin of 1 in. at the top, 
right side and the bottom of the sheet, and leaving about 
4 in. on the left side for binding purposes, shown by 
Atlas 162, making the sheet 18 x 34 in. in size. 

The scale to be selected is governed by the density 


of service. It is, however, best to use 200 ft. to 1 in. 
scale as a base map. If this need be greater the scale 
may be enlarged to 100 ft. to 1 in. by using the same 
area covered by the 200 ft. to 1 in. scale maps by 
making four 100 ft. to 1 in. maps. Should it be ad- 
visable to increase the scale to 50 ft. to 1 in., which 
would only occur in the most densely populated large 
cities, the original 200 ft. to 1 in. map will be divided 
into sixteen maps. 


Having determined that the size within cut lines 
shall be 14 x 27 in., and the base scale 200 ft. to 1 in., 
then the corresponding area would be 2,800 x 5,400 ft. 
A key map should be prepared by taking a map of small 
scale, such as 1 mile to the inch, covering all the terri- 
tory that the company will probably operate in during 
the next twenty-five years. Beginning at the extreme 
left hand side, draw north and south lines 5,400 ft. 
apart, then beginning at the most southerly portion, 
draw east and west lines 2,800 ft. apart, which will 
form numerous rectangles. Start numbering these 
rectangles beginning at the most remote lower left- 
hand corner numbering up and down each tier from 
left to right until all rectangles have received a num- 
ber. This solves, once for all, the map numbers, and 
those needed may be made. Where the scale is in- 
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creased from the 200 ft. scale, they should carry the 
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base number with the letters A, B, C and D added. 
Thus, if Atlas 162 is increased to 100 ft. scale the map 
numbers are 162A, 162B, 162C and 162D. 


Att MEASUREMENTS REFERRED TO Property LINES 


All measurements are to be referred to property 
lines. Curb'lines should not show, as they are not estab- 
lished sufficiently over the entire territory served by 
most gas companies to be available for references, and 
would only confuse most of the employees, especially 
the foremen and service men. 

In plotting from records, notes, deeds and other ac- 
curate data of whatever source, the plotting must be 
continuous by closures, regardless of where each indi- 
vidual map cut lines may fall. Maps plotted and made 
piecemeal or within outlines only, will not match with 
adjoining maps however carefully made. The widths 
of streets and alleys should be occasionally indicated in 
figures. All railroads and electric railways and legal 
subdivisions of tracts and lots should be shown. This 
is important when considering the advisability of laying 
mains to serve the greatest number of consumers per 
run of pipe. Special prominent features, as bridges, 
rivers, creeks and washes, should be shown, so that in 
planning a system or extension provision may be made 
in estimates to cover expense of construction. 

The maps should be. on tracings, perforated and kept 
in canvas steel reinforced books, which have locking 
keys on cover locking cover to the posts. One hundred 
and twenty-five tracings can be conveniently kept in a 
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FORM 1—IS PRINTED ON TWO SIDES OF SHEET AS SHOWN 
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book of this nature, the total over all dimensions of 
the book being 19 x 36 in. 


GETTING THE DATA 


Assuming that no previous maps have been made 
showing location of mains and services, it will be neces- 
sary to do field work. 

Blue line prints folded in half and with large clips 
to hold them to a piece of beaver board the same sizé 
was found very satisfactory in making notes. 

The personnel should consist of two service or con- 
struction men, who know the system well, and the 
map man. The two service men should be equipped 
with a 100-ft. tape, yellow lumber crayon and a prod 
made by having a steel chisel point of 54-in. octagonal 
steel rod 8 in. long welded to a piece of 34-in. pipe 
about 3 ft. long with a 14% x % in. tee at the other end 
for a handle. This prod to be used in finding the direc- 
tion the service runs from the meter to the street where 
not under paving or cement sidewalks. 


The mains should be drawn on the print approxi- 
mately to scale, giving distance from property lines and 
indicating sizes from old maps or data available, if 
any, and from questioning the foreman and men. This 
will expedite the field work, and with the help of sur- 
face indications, such as repairs to streets, depressions 
where earth settlement has occurred, etc., a fair check 
can be made. The location of manholes, vaults, crosses, 
tees, valves, Dayton couplings, flanges and drips should 
be obtained in the field and from the men, marks on 
curbs, etc., and plainly marked on the map in figures. 





DATA A 
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Supply all dimensions where indicated. 











372 AMERICAN GAS ENGINEERING JOURNAL 


Freehand sketches of manholes, vaults and the equip- 
ment within should be made in a mining field book, 
giving dimensions, location and a list of all material and 
equipment, including size and kind of covers. 

The service men should locate the meters and serv- 
ices, making all measurements from property line. As 
each service is located and measured, the map man will 
draw the service on the map freehand, marking dimen- 
sions, size and house number. It is important that the 
map man carefully mark all data on the map when in 
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tersecting street and changes in alignment in streets. 

A standard size drawing, such as 11 x 17 in., should 
be adopted for showing each manhole, vault, the equip 
ment within a manhole or vault, and any other specia! 
construction. Each drawing to be given a number and 
reference made on map to the drawing, such as Dr 
2,788, as shown on Atlas 162, which will give details o/ 
a regulator station vault and reference to a map show 
ing equipment. 

Services are drawn in to scale, giving the servic 
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FORM 2—ALSO PRINTED FRONT AND BACK. USED FOR SERVICE EXTENSION REPORTS 


the field, as it is very annoying to find that a measure- 
ment had been forgotten when in the office plotting the 
data on the tracing, making another trip in the field 
necessary. 


Another method of inventorying services, and which 
is in many ways preferred even though a large amount 
of paper is used, is to have a book with service order 
blanks, each numbered consecutively, making out a 
sheet for each service showing the location and dimen- 
sions on the sketch in the place provided, supplying as 
much clerical data as possible and approximate date 
installed. 

Upon completion of the field work the information 
secured should be plotted upon the tracing, all work to 
be black. No colors used. 

Transmission mains should be shown by long dash 
and dot line. High pressure mains by short dash lines, 
and low pressure mains by a full line. Sizes, kind of 
pipe (standard line pipe is understood where not stated), 
distance from property lines to be marked at each in- 


order number after each service, from which any fur- 
ther information may be secured, and are filed numer- 
ically in transfer cases, using a folder for each hundred 
reports, and marked. 


SERVICE ORDERS 


Various forms for “application for extension or ad- 


dition to physical property” may be made to suit the 


particular company, and should show the length, size 
of pipe, estimated cost, number of consumers and prob- 
able gross revenue per year on the face of the applica- 
tion, and on the back of this application a sketch of 
the proposed extension, using dash lines for the new 
work and solid lines for the existing mains, etc. 
When this application has been approved by the man- 
agement a construction order should be issued in tripli- 
cate. A good form is shown by Form 1, giving the 


order number, account to which the work is to be 
charged, to whom issued, and date. On the back of this: 
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FORM 5—A GOOD MEANS OF KEEPING 
RECORDS 

order a sketch is drawn showing the proposed exten- 
sion, with dimension lines leaving the spaces for the 
foreman to supply the figures as laid. This order is 
sent to the district agent or foreman in duplicate to do 
the work, the triplicate copy remaining in the office. 
Upon completion of the work the foreman will enter on 
the report the material used and hours and cost of 
labor. The unit prices of material should be the cost of 
material to the company plus the store expense of han- 
dling. Upon the back of this report the dimensions 
measured from property lines and other data should be 
marked on the sketch and supplying information re- 
quested. The original copy of this report should be 
sent back to’the department keeping the maps and rec- 
ords, the duplicate to be kept by the foreman. 

Upon receipt of this order by the mapping depart- 
ment, all extensions and additions should be checked 
and the cost per foot of main laid computed; this will 
show up any irregularity at once. The main extension 
should then be entered on the maps by drawing to scale, 
and then entered on the records. A good form for main 
records is shown by Form 5. Each month’s total should 
be shown by drawing a line under the last item entered 
and dated with a rubber 


MAIN EXTENSION 
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FORM 6——USED TO RECORD SERVICE ORDERS 


er’s name and location is given to the men to do the work, 
who will list all material and labor in the places provided 
upon completion of the work. On the back of this order 
the service men will indicate by sketch the dimensions 
and distance to the nearest intersecting street and fill in 
the blanks under “data.” This report is then given to the 
foreman, who will have the costs of material and labor 
entered and totaled. Once a month the original copies 
of these orders are sent to the mapping and record 
department. 


The mapping and record department upon receipt of 
these reports will post them on the tracings to scale 
marking the service order number on the tracing. These 
orders are then entered on Form 6. Each month’s total 
should be shown by drawing a line under the last item 
entered and dated with a rubber stamp. Pencil totals 
of that town or division should also be shown, as in the 
case of mains. 


On the mains record sheets the words “high pressure,” 
“low pressure” or “transmission” must be supplied; 
also the words “high” or “low” to be supplied to the 
service record sheet. This enables the use of but two 
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A report of each serv- 
ice, extension to service, 
or stub service should be” 
reported on Form 2. 
These forms are in du- 
plicate form in_ books, 
and are issued by the 
district foreman as soon 
as the consumer signs 
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FORM 3-——IS USED TO RECORD REGULATORS 
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forms to serve five divisions of accounts, and which 
may be printed in large quantities at a lower cost than a 
few each of five different forms. 


Keepinc Unit Costs oN REGULATOR AND METER 
INSTALLATIONS 


The keeping of unit costs of installing regulators and 
meters often entails considerable expense without ob- 
taining value received for such expenditure. However, 
most companies have various forms of work orders to 
be filled out each day by the men, describing the work 
done and time, material _used, equipment, etc., from 
which setting charges for regulators and meters can be 
arrived at. 

The number of house regulators out on the system at 
any time is not so easily obtained. The number, size 
and make of regulators on the system should be ascer- 
tained by house-to-house canvass, and kept up to date 
by a proper report system. A good form for reporting 
regulators is shown by Form 3. 

As most companies have a card index system for 
meters, a summary could easily be made and sent to 
the record department, as shown by Form 4, each 
month. To start keeping the number, size and kind of 
meters on the system a house-to-house canvass would 
be necessary as in the case of regulators. 

An ideal way would be to number every regulator 
and meter on the system, having a card made out at 
the time of numbering, giving make, style, cost and 
other data, with a space to enter place and date set, 
tested and returned to storeroom. If the meter or regu- 
lator is returned to the storeroom and transferred to 
some other storeroom or district, the card should also 
be sent to that storeroom or district. 
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Further compiling and summarizing of distributing 
system physical property depends entirely upon the local 
conditions and company. The foregoing outline of 
keeping records will be found to be sufficiently complete 
to use for valuation purposes if kept up to date, and 
which is too’ often neglected by gas companies, and 
when a valuation is to be made the cost is greatly in- 
creased with the usual feverish haste and errors. 


“War Convention” of the Machinery, Tool 
and Supply Industry to be Held 
in Cleveland 
The enormous problem of manufacturing and suppl) 
ing machinery and tools sufficient for the carrying out 
of the Government program for the production of ships, 
shells, guns and aircraft will be the subject considered 
at the great “war convention” of the machinery, too! 
and supply industry of the country, to be held in Cleve- 








land, Ohio, the week of May 13. 


One thousand men, who are bearing the brunt of the 
unprecedented demand for machinery, will gather from 
all parts of the country to lay out a plan, with the aid 
of Government officials, to keep the great munition pro- 
gram going at top speed. The big war convention wil! 
be a joint meeting of four great national associations, 


‘the American Supply and Machinery Manufacturers’ 


Association, the National Supply and Machinery Deal- 
ers’ Association, the Southern Supply and Machinery 
Dealers’ Association and the National Pipe and Supplies 
Association, which will meet together in order to co- 
ordinate their efforts toward one goal,, “more ships, 
more shells.” 
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How the Gas Companies Are 
Helping the Nation 














Tue Leominster Gas Licut Company offices at 
Leominster, Mass., was the headquarters of the Wom- 
en’s Committee for the Third Liberty Loan campaign. 
An information bureau was established, which was in 
charge of the Girls’ Friendly Society. 


Parr H. Do te, vice-president of the Improved Equip- 
ment Company, 60 Wall Street, New York City, has 
been commissioned a lieutenant in the Navy, and re- 
ported at Washington on April 10 


C. M. SHEerwoop, formerly in the accounting depart- 
ment of the Danbury & Bethel Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, who left last June as a private in the Connecticut 
Coast Artillery, has been promoted to first lieutenant in 
the radio service, and will be stationed at Fort H. G. 
Wright, New York. 


Netson G. Puevps, formerly with the Laclede Gas 
Light Company, of St. Louis, Mo., as industrial fuel 
engineer, is now production engineer for the United 
States Shipping Board. 


L. W. Kester, formerly connected with the Medina 
Gas & Fuel Company, Wooster, Ohio, as a geologist, 
has been commissioned a second lieutenant in the Signal 
Reserve Corps, Aviation Section, and is now stationed 
at Scott Field, Belleville, Ill. He was assigned to Belle- 
ville from the School of Military Aeronautics, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., as an engineer officer. 


Tue H. L. Donerty & Company employees of twenty- 
six properties have invested a total sum of $30,704.25 
in War Savings and Thrift Stamps up to March 15, 
and it is a fair assumption that if all the companies had 
reported the figures would approximate $50,000. 


Tue Emprre Gas & Fuer Company has carried on a 
vigorous campaign in the interests of the War Savings 
and Thrift Stamps, having sold them to the extent of 
$2,598 up to March 15. 


Joun F. Navin, a former employee of the St. Johns- 
bury Gas Company, has returned from over-seas fight- 
ing and was in St. Johnsbury, Vt., for a few days re- 
cently. Mr. Navin is a gunner, and before enlisting in 
the present fight saw service in the Spanish-American 
War and also under Villa. He has been wounded a 
dozen times, and has réceived seven medals for bravery. 
He has been in a hospital in England for some time and 
is in this country on a three months’ leave from duty. 
Mr. Navin, who is thirty-nine years of age, was in 
Toronto when he enlisted in 1914 for over-seas service. 
Abroad he was in the thickest of the fighting. He was 
in the 7th Battery of the first Canadian contingent. 
Practically all of the thirty-nine months of Mr. Navin’s 
career in the Canadian forces have been passed in in- 
tensive fighting. The first battle’ he participated in was 
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at Neuve Chapelle in 1915. He later erigaged in the 
battle of Fisteburd, second and third Ypres, St. Julien, 
battles of the Somme and saw three months of the 
hardest fighting at, Vimy Ridge in 1917. His first 
wounds were received in the second battle of Ypres, 
and were caused by shrapnel. A bad gash was made in 
his left side. His second wound was received at St. 
Aloy during crater fighting, when a bullet pierced his 
stomach. At Paschaendelle he received a shoulder 
wound. Many times he was buried in the earth by ex- 
plosions of shells. He takes greater pride, however, in 
telling of his wresting a revolver from.a German officer. 
Mr. Navin also picked an iron cross from a dead Ger- 
man. He is satisfied with the treatment given him 
over there and is anxious to return to active service. 





Unused Coal at the Doorsteps of Those Who 
Most. Need It 


All the Eastern cities have been freezing and yet 
many of them have coal a-plenty at their very doors. 
Living in Boston as we do we shall use the old home 
town for our horrible example, but we caution others 
that they are no better, state Arthur D. Little, Inc., 
chemists, engineers and managers, of Boston, Mass., in 
The Little Journal. 


South of Boston and underlying a large part of Rhode 
Island is a vast store of anthracite. It is very pure, but 
so hard that it does not burn in ordinary furnaces if 
stoked in the usual manner. Practical men say so, and 
we have to let it go at that. Firemen discovered that it 
did not make steam and that was enough. Some experi- 
ments were tried that were not worked out to definite 
conclusions and a good deal of money has been lost 
in speculation in Rhode Island coal because “it looked 
like a good thing,” but the subject has never had the 
benefit of thorough, patient, exhaustive research. 


In the light of present developments with pulverized 
fuels, briquetting, gas producers and other inventions 
with which the years preceding the war were rich, the 
chances are preponderant that active, profitable and 
lively industrial use of this fuel. would follow five or 
six years after the beginning of the study. If it had 
been begun ten years ago New England would prob- 
ably have had abundant fuel within her own boundaries 
this winter. 


We have this coal to the south, and at Everett, the 
northern gateway to the city, there is produced immense 
quantities of pitch, available for briquetting. Never- 
theless we pine for coal, because nobody brings us any- 
thing to burn from Nova Scotia or Pennsylvania. So. 
we take it out in swearing at Dr. Garfield. 

Then there is peat in enormous quantities close at 
hand, with several methods for its economic prepara- 
tion and use already demonstrated; but we shall dis- 
cuss that in another issue. ; 


Now how can this situation be explained? There’s 
no use in blaming anybody in particular for it, because 
it is not the fault of anybody in particular. The trouble 
lies deeper than that.. We seem to lack scientifically 
trained minds all over the country. Eyes look but do 
not see. The dawn of the day of applied science is still 
dim; very ditn. Maybe it will come to pass when 
science enters into the humanities. 
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Do Not Be One of the Last 


Are you one of those who wait until the last minute ° 

You can subscribe to the Third Liberty Bond up to 
May 4. 

But why wait until then? 

You intend to subscribe sometime. 
help roll up. the early totals 

Then you will have your mind free and can lean back 
and watch what the others do. 

Besides, you will aid in simplifying the final compu 
tation. We will all know so much sooner what tota! 
has been reached. 


Do it now and 





What Is an Expert? 

There are a lot of hearings being held nowadays, 
and the “expert” is with us to a most prominent 
degree. The gas companies employ him and so does 
the public. And the variance of opinion is just as 
great as ever. 

Some months ago a witness from the U. S. Bureau 
of Standards testified that, even including the cost 
of mantles, mantle lighting with gas is cheaper than 
lighting from open-flame burners. . 

Cecil P. Poole, city mechanical engineer of Atlanta, 
Ga., apparently thinks otherwise. In a letter to the 
regulatory commission he touchingly points out: “There 
are hundreds of houses in this city which are not wired 
for electricity and which the owners do not feel justi- 
fied in so wiring, on account of the moderate rentals 
yielded by the property. In these cases the tenants 
must, of necessity, use gas for illumination. A large 
proportion of these tenants do not feel able to purchase 
and maintain Welsbach gas mantles; consequently, their 
sole reliance is the open, flat-flame gas jet. Unless a 
candle-power standard is established, it is not reason- 
able to suppose that, under the existing conditions at 
least, the gas will always be enriched sufficiently to make 
these jets serviceable.” 

It is possible, too, that Mr. Poole is none too confident 
He is apparently not seeking a 
controversy. He concedes in another part of his letter 
that “the candle-power standard has been abandoned 
by various Northern States and cities,” but he doesn’t 
challenge the wisdom of these attitudes. He explains 
the apparent inconsistency of his attitude by pointing 
out that the inhabitants of these communities are more 
prosperous and better able to afford the Welsbach 
mantle. : 

Now all this is, of course, very foolish. The person 
who can least afford to use the open-flame burner is 
the person to whom an extra five hundred cubic feet on 
the gas bill has an importance. The five-dollar refriger- 
ator in which fifty dollars’ worth of meat spoils in the 
course of a year is too expensive a luxury to the poor 
man. It is the same with the mantle lamp as against 
the open-flame burner. -It is not the initial cost that 
counts, but the aggregate cost at the end of the year. 
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Near to the Attainment of a Highly Desirable 
Ideal— Will the Industry Grasp the Full Op- 


portunity the Possibility Affords ? 


The prospectus of the Joint Amalgamation Commit- 
tee of the American Gas Institute and the National 
Commercial Gas Association has been made public. 
The plan determined upon is as rational and as com- 
prehensive as could be expected from so small a group 
of men confronted with so vast a problem. 

They have done their work well in that they have 
fallen so slightly short of completeness and perfection 
as to leave very little open to discussion. Consequently 
those members of the respective associations who gather 
in New York on June 6 to say the final word on the 
aims, purposes and rules of the new association will 
not be confused and dazed in a maze of details. There 
can be but few suggestions as to changes or amplifica- 
tions that will occur even to the most critical. Gas 
men can, therefore, concentrate their thoughts on 
these few matters and express them concisely and 
in such manner as to best carry conviction to their 
listeners. 

The ideal the Joint Committee has. set for the new 
association is ambitious, but sanely so. It is by no 
means unattainable if men of sufficient ability 
vision are selected to guide its destinies. 


and 


The need of a single national gas association, as the 
committee sets forth, has been for years self-evident, 
and, in the light of recent developments, has become 
especially apparent. Many things necessary to the gas 
industry’s welfare that could have been supplied by an 
association sufficiently strong financially, and adequately 
directed, have been lacking. For instance: 

There has been a lack of extensive and co-ordinated 
research work. Whatever has been done has been car- 
ried on in the laboratories of individual gas companies 
and manufacturers. 

There is an extensive lack of knowledge in the 
industry as to the real practical merits of the appliances 
which have been offered to gas companies to sell to their 
consumers. Some gas companies learn for themselves 
what these merits or demerits are, but a very large 
number cannot afford to maintain adequate appliance- 
testing laboratories. 

There has been a lack of an all-comprehensive and 
adequate index of current gas literature; a very neces- 
sary feature to the welfare of an industry so highly 
technical as is the gas industry. 


There was revealed during the past year either a 
deplorable lack of vision or an utter lack of potency 
on the part of one association in letting the commer- 





cial situation fly away on a tangent without the slightest 
basis of reason. é 

There was undue difficulty experienced by many com- 
panies in getting coal to make gas at a time when the 
National Fuel Administrator was advertising to the 
public the desirability of using gas wherever possible 
for cooking and heating to conserve coal: 

All these matters were correctable. They are incon- 
sistent in the extreme. Many others equally inconsistent 
could be readily enumerated. A powerful ‘gas associa- 
tion, directed by a big man of vision, and with the whole 
industry behind it, could have corrected them. 

Like all other interests to which the welfare of the 
gas industry is a vital matter, the American Gas En- 
GINEERING JOURNAL has long recognized the need of 
such an agency as this new association can be made to 
represent. Now that its attainment seems imminent, it 
is tempted to exult, but it realizes that it would be 
untrue to the projected gas association and to the indus- 
try did it not rather begin to question. Such, in fact, 
should be the attitude of every present member of the 
American Gas Institute and of the National Commercial 
Gas Association. Such, we are certain,-is the attitude 
the members of the Joint Committee would want us 
take. They have devoted time and effort to plan an 
association that will attain the ideal they have set for 
it. Were it to fall short through some defect that 
earnest co-operation and criticism would reveal, their - 
work and study would be worse than wasted 

Our first question occurs in reference to the secre- 
tary-manager. Is there not evident too great a tendency 
to limit his powers? We note that he is excluded from 
the executive board, which has exclusive jurisdiction 
over all matters relating to the management of. the 
association and all of its activities. Should not such a 
man, assuming that he is as big a man as he should 
be to be given the office, have not only a voice, but an 
even bigger voice than any other individual on the 
board in determining the policies of such an association? 
Would not such a man, whose mind is exclusively oc- 
cupied with the broader problems of the gas industry 
as they relate to all companies, be better capable of 
scenting a threatened partial demoralization in some 
branch, and suggesting a means of averting it or tiding 
it over, than the president of the association even, who 
might be the head of some important company, who 
cannot at the best give more than a small portion of 
his thoughts to the difficulties of other companies? 

We note that $10,000 is set aside in the speculative 
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budget of expenses as salary and expenses of the 
secretary-manager. We hope too great a part of this 
is not figured'to expenses. The situation calls for a big 
man; a man of broad vision and initiative, and such 
men are not cheap. 

We, concede the justice in the abstract of having the 
people who pay the principal part of the bills control 
the association. But this is not democracy. 

The United States of America is a tolerably success- 
ful institution, and the vote of the man who pays 
a six-million-dollar income tax this year counts for 
no more than that of the man who gets by with a 
twenty-dollar tax or none at all. And, further, it is 
its membership rather than its money that determines 
the success or failure of any association. 

The company members may, as the prospectus sets 
forth, contribute the bulk of the funds, but the indi- 
vidual members will contribute gratis what, regard- 
less of how opulent it might be, the association would 
not have money enough to buy; namely, the results of 
their personal study and experience, their efforts and 
good will, and, more than anything else, their sug- 
gestive and critical co-operation. 

The individual member should not be made to feel 
too much apart from the control of the destinies and the 
policies of the association. Otherwise its activities will 
become mechanical. He should be free to criticize, 
and not be faced with a possible penalty, even though 
it be an “unintentional one, should his criticism be ad- 
verse. Further, the big problems the association will 
have to deal with in the first few years of its life are 
human; problems of employee welfare, and, perhaps, 
profit-sharing, assured adequate compensation and prac- 
tical recognition of demonstrated ability and interest in 
one’s task, etc. 

Problems like these cannot be solved mechanically. 
Their solution must emanate from human hearts, tem- 
pered with reason. 

Nor can they be solved equitably and without parti- 
sanship by one party to the issue ; the party, by the way, 
which, whatever the finding, would have to pay the 
bill. 

Beyond a doubt there is no intention to put a curb 
upon the initiative or independence of any member. 
Under such circumstances does it not seem dangerous 
to require that “active members shall be officers or 
members of the company member, elected or continued 
from year to year with the written approval of the com- 
pany member with which they are connected; or indi- 
viduals engaged or interested in the advancement of the 
gas industry who shall become or remain a member 
only upon the annual invitation or approval of the 
executive board.” 

Now, it may be that Mr. John Jones, in his great 
fondness for the welfare of the gas industry, has a 
habit of speaking at gas association conventions with a 
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degree of frankness that is at variance with the preju- 
dices of the management of his company. And many 
times all of us benefit materially from some of the things 
John has to say. Nevertheless, John’s company has it 
in its power to effectively muzzle him to the disad- 
vantage of John, and to the detriment of the gas indus- 
try and all of us individually. If he will not speak as 
it wants him to and within the limitations it lays down, 
it can effectively prevent him from speaking at all, at 
least to any considerable audience .that will be inter- 
ested. And a muzzled association is very much like a 
muzzled press—useless. 

Now let us consider the other class of active mem- 
bers, the ones not actually and officially employees or 
officers of gas companies, who “shall become or remain” 
members only upon the annual invitation or approval 
of the executive board. There are some very clear 
thinkers who might be numbered among this classifica- 
tion; very desirable members, indeed, to any gas asso- 
ciation. With that clause in, we do not think there 
will be much scrambling over*each other to get in. 
In fact, it is possible that some of the more sensitive 
among them might even consider it derogatory to their 
self-respect to even accept membership. 

They would be there on sufferance. To accept mem- 
bership. would imply that they agreed to conform their 
conduct and criticisms to the cut-and-dried limitations 
the executive board might lay down for them. If they 
didn’t they would be liable not to be “invited” next 
year. 

The prospectus does not make altogether clear to us 
what direction the central testing laboratory for appli- 
ances is to be under. If its findings are to be authori- 
tative—in other words, if it is to be any use at all— 
they must be absolutely removed from suspicion of 
subservience to any interest and partisanship. 

The device or appliance of any manufacturer, 
whether or not he is a member, which may promote a 
more extensive or more efficient use of gas, should be 
accepted -for test by it—if a member, perhaps free of 
charge, and if not, upon payment of a reasonable fee of 
little more than the actual cost of making the test. 
And its merits or demerits should be determined 
equally without bias. 

Simply because its manufacturer pays a part of the 
running expense of the association his appliance should 
not, as it undoubtedly will not, have its merits in the 
slightest degree exaggerated nor its demerits concealed 
or shaded over by the laboratory. 

A very high-caliber man should head the testing 
laboratory force, and he should be fully protected from 
the slightest effect of partisan influence. Like Caesar’s 
wife, he must not only be above doing wrong, but he 
must be very much above even the suspicion of doing 
wrong. 

As we stated in the beginning, there are very few 
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flaws to be found in the plan the Joint Committee has 
outlined for the new and ambitiously conceived Amer- 
ican Gas Association. The wonder is that there have 
not been more. 

Nevertheless, it is every gas man’s duty to study the 


plan closely, and to criticize wherever he thinks he can © 


suggest a betterment. 

The latent potentialities of such. an association are 
tremendous. A fifty per cent efficiency in accomplishing 
its ideal would have a huge effect upon the welfare 
and development of the gas industry. A hundred per 
cent efficiency would have an effect that is beyond the 
power of the human mind to picture. A failure would 
be calamitous. 

And in organizing this association let us keep in 
mind constantly that we are organizing what’ we hope 
will be a permanent institution of the gas industry -in 
the absence of a goodly part of its personnel. 

There are men now in the trenches or near to them 
who, had they been with us, would have had a large 
part in the planning of this new association. 

There are others over there who, in the course of a 
decade, will become influential figures in the gas 
industry. 

Perhaps even now the biggest man in the gas indus- 
try of ten years in the future is alternately dodging 
shells and rats in the trenches over in France. 

When these men come home they will look over the 
structure we have erected. 

If we have built well they will unobtrusively fit in 
shoulder to shoulder with us, and co-operate towards 
making for a greater gas industry. 

If we have builded poorly, they will first try to recon- 
struct, and, should they find themselves balked in this 
by the limitations we have set, are quite likely to topple 
the structure over entirely, to completely construct anew. 





Though 2,126,000 Gain is Recorded for Feb- 
ruary 1918 Bituminous Coal Production 
is Still Behind that in 1917 
The production of bituminous coal and lignite (in- 
cluding coal made into coke) in February, 1918, is esti- 


mated at 42,438,000 net tons, an increase of 2,126,000 
tons, or 5 per cent, compared with February, 


1917, 
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according to figures compiled for the U. S. Geological 
Survey by C. E. Lester. The production in the first 
two months of 1918 was, however, approximately 
3,000,000 tons less than in the same months of 1917, 
because of the very low production in January, 1918, 
compared with the record month of January, 1917. 


The estimated average production per working day 
in February, 1918, was 1,783,000 net tons, compared 
with 1,643,000 tons in January, 1918, and 1,753,000 
net tons in February, 1917. The average daily produc- 
tion in February, 1918, was slightly greater than the 
average for the whole year of 1917. 


The production of beehive coke in February, 1918, is 
estimated at 2,219,000 net tons, an average of 93,000 
tons per working day. This was an increase of 3,000 
tons per working day, compared with the preceding 
month, but below the rate in the preceding two months. 
The lowest daily average recorded in any month be- 
fore December, during the last two years, was 103,268 
tons in February, 1917. In the two months’ period of 
1918 the decrease below the same period in 1917 was 
711,000 tons. 


Taste I]—Maximum Capacity AND PRODUCTION OF 
By-propuct CoKE FoR JANUARY AND 
Fepruary, 1918 


January February 

Maximum capacity, including new ~ 
plants as blown in, net tons (a) 2,256,965 2,083,860 
Production, net tons............ 1,633,188 1,557,696 
Per cent of capacity produced... 72.4 74.7 


(a) Allows for thirty-one operating days in January 
as compared with twenty-eight in February. 


The average daily. production of by-product coke in 
February, 1918, was 55,632 tons, compared with 52,683 
tons in January, 1918. The production of by- product 
coke in February, 1918, was 1,557,696 tons, or 74.7 per 
cent of the maximum capacity, compared with 1,633,188 
tons, or 72.4 per cent of capacity, in January. . 


It will be noted that there was a decrease in produc- 
tion in the first group shown (central Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and the New River and Pocahontas fields of 
West Virginia and Virginia) in February, 1918, com- 
pared with February, 1917, and with January, 1918. 
Shipments in February, 1918, from the eastern Ken- 
tucky and West Virginia high volatile districts in- 
creased, compared with February, 1917, but were less. 
than in January, 1918. In the Rocky Mountain States 
and in North Dakota and Washington production in 
February, 1918, was slightly lower than in February, 
1917, but greater than in January, 1918. 








Bituminous coal (including coal coked)— 
AEN ROOT k-ctiminae Saan pepee «Reales ee ° 
Average per working day 
Cumulative from Jan. 1 
Beehive coke— 
PR ROI vicki hy 2e adehe nt desis 
Average per working day 
ES er ee eee Pe 
(a) Subject to revision. 


TasBLe I—Estimatep Propuction oF BirumMInous. CoaAL AND BEEHIVE CoKE, IN Net Tons 


ee ee | 


















January February 

1917 1918(a) 1917 1918 (a) 
47,788,000 42,727,000 40,312,000 42,438,000 
1,838,000 1,643,000 1,753,000 1,783,000 
47,788,000 42,727,000 88,100,000 85,165,000 
2,895,000 2,339,000 2,375,000 2,219,000 
111,000 90,000 103,000 93,000 
2,895,000 2,339,000 5,269,000 4,558,000 
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February, January, February, 
1918 1918 1917 

Number of working days. ..........65..+-epe-e00: RR CORRES 23.8(a) 26 23(b) 
Carloads of bituminous coal originating mainly in the following districts: 

Central Pennsylvania, Maryland, and New River and Pocahontas fields 

of West SMR DON WON 5 5 sia as wip'c oiv'ee.s B 4 Shes Acad GATOR ED OO 149,776 153,990 157,445 

Western Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan........................ 116,441 111,873 101,761 

Eastern Kentucky and West Virginia (except New River and Poca- , 

NN MUNN ',: Sous Bede sl is FSA on ree Leva eee hs 167,720 176,202 162,185 
Alabama, Tennessee and Georgia................0-- ce ceceeeceees 20,320 18,355 18,214 
Illinois, Indiana and Western Kentucky............. 66.060. e0 eee 200,839 204,853 194,074 
Arkansas, Iowa; Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas........... 74,010 72,382 66,056 
Rocky Mountain States, North Dakota and Washington............ 50,074 41,915 50,354 


Totel. OME occ ck 
Carloads of beehive coke (sixteen roads)............ 


ee oe 






779,180 
54,177 


779,570 
56,503 


750,089 
56,359 


(a) Assuming Lincoln’s Birthday and Washington’s Birthday as together equivalent to.1.8 working day s. 
(b) Assuming Lincoln’s Birthday and Washington’s Birthday as together equivalent to one working day. 








tem of Thoroughfare Lighting of 
pp hour apy Hi pad 
Little to be Desired 


Paris Streets in Normal Times Mostly Lighted by Gas—Was 
Adequately Illuminated 3 


By FRANCIS MILTOUN 


In practice the system of thoroughfare lighting of 
most of the communities of France leaves little to be 
demanded by road users. Notably in the Department 
of the Seine around Paris, in the Department of the 
‘Nord before the war (it is now largely in the invaded 
territory), and in the extreme south, in the neighbor- 
hood of Nice and Monte Carlo, is the most intensive 
road lighting, as distinct from that of city streets, car- 

ied out. 

All manner of systems are met with which have been 
used during the past 150 years—everything but candles. 
The range runs from colza oil to kerosene and elec- 
tricity to gas. 


Gas THE CHIEF ILLUMINANT 


Paris streets are most largely lighted by gas, elec- 
tricity only being employed on some of the main arteries. 
For long the bat’s-wing burner only was employed, con- 
suming about 140 cubic liters per hour. The mantle 
burner has increased the illumination and reduced the 
consumption so that in many of the “bunch” lights, as 
at big and important street crossings, there is available 
an illuminating power of from 2,000 to 4,000 candle- 
power. 

At the close of the fiscal year before the war Paris 
had the following public lighting facilities disposed 
about through the streets, avenues and boulevards of 
the capital : 


GAS LIGHTS 


2,082 burners using from 20 to 200 cubic liters per. 


hour. 


51,627 burners using from 40 to 1,000 cubic liters per 
hour. 


362 burners of gas under pressure using from 1,200 - 


to 2,400 cubic liters per hour. 








ELECTRIC LIGHTS 


189 incandescent bulbs. . 
1,719 are lamps. 


OIL LAMPS 


102 of various types. 


16,650,000 SguARE METERS OF HIGHWAY THOROUGHLY 
LIGHTED 


The total area of public thoroughfares thus lighted 
equalled 16,650,000 square meters, and I make no hesi- 
tation in saying that eyery square yard of it was ade- 
quately illuminated. To-day, with the coal and gas 
shortages and the precautions taken against aerian 
enemy incursions, Paris is probably the worst lighted 
city in the world, but that is quite another story. 

Of this illuminated area 66 per cent was comprised 
within the classification of carriage ways, the remainder 
being foothpaths through parks and squares and cer- 
tain minor courts and alleys. 

Had the war not intervened there would have been a 
considerable increase in the installation of burners using 
gas under high pressure, but it is not to be-inferred . 
that these ameliorations were carried out, certainly they 
are not in use to-day, and it is probable that the here- 
tofore supposedly sufficient illumination will serve for 
some time after the cessation of hostilities. 





Georce A. Fercuson, auditor of the Western States 
Gas & Electric Company, Richmond, Cal., division, has 
entered the Government service under the draft, making 
six stars in the Richmond division’s service flag. 


C. M. Brewer, manager of the Richmond, Cal., divi- 
sion of the Western States Gas & Electric Company, 
has been appointed a member of a committee organized 
for the purpose of assisting the industrial commission 
in effecting a suitable building and loan plan to increase 
the residences in Richmond. Mr. Brewer has also been 
made a member of the executive board of a newly 
organized war body to be called “Community Council 


- for -War Work.” 
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Body Representative of More Than 500,000 of 
Country’ Business Men Asks Regulatory 
Commissions to Give Prompt and Sym- 


pathetic Hearings to Utility Rate 


Increase Petitions 


U. S. Chamber of Commerce in Convention at Chicago Declares Maintenance of Public Utili- 
ties in Highest Possible State of Efficiency Essential Not Only to the War Program 
of the United States, But to the Nation’s Business As Well 








Chicago Company Scores An- 
other Victory in $ 10,000,- 
000 Refund Case 


The Peoples Gas Light & Coke 
Company, of Chicago, scored an- 
other victory in the $10,000,000 re- 
fund ca when Judge Pickney 
granted the company change of 
venue on its motion, which claimed 
Judge Pickney prejudiced in favor 
of the city’s claims; at the same time 
the court rejected a motion of the 
city’s attorney asking that the com- 
pany be compelled to give sufficient 
bond to cover alleged $10,000,000 
overcharges. The gas company’s 
motions claimed that three other 
judges were prejudiced against it in 
this case. The suit is now being 
heard by Judge Terrison, who is not 
included in the company’s list of 
prejudiced jurists. 


Suspension of Free Extensions 
Requested by Alton 
Company 

The Alton Gas & Electric Com- 
pany has petitioned the Public Utili- 
ties Commission of Illinois for au- 
thority to #tispend Rules 19 and 31 
of the Rules Establishing Standards 
of Service for Gas and Electric Util- 
ities. This is the rule requiring a gas 


company to make free extensions of 
its mains. Scores of Illinois compa- 
nies have asked for its suspension 
for. the period of the war. 


Rebate on January and Feb- 
ruary Bills for Atlanta 


Consumers 

The Atlanta (Ga.) Gas Light 
Company announced recently that it 
had decided to rebate to its patrons 
part of the money they paid for poor 
gas during the winter. 

The company, through P. S. Ark- 
wright, vice-president, at the sugges- 
tion of the Georgia Railroad Com- 
mission, decided to repay to gas cus- 
tomers 10 per cent of the net bills 
for January gas service, and 20 per 
cent of the net bills for February 
service. 

The rebates will amount to $30,000 
in all, $10,000 on the January bills 
and about $20,000 on the February 
bills, and will be paid about May 1. 
Approximately 28,000 people will 
share them. 


Tue Massacuusetts Gas Com- 
PANIES, with the exception of the 
East Boston Gas Company, declared 
the regular quarterly dividend. 


The Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States, the biggest organiza- 
tion of business men in the world, at 
its convention in Chicago last week 
gave full recognition to the serious 
war-time problems of public utilities, 
and in formal resolution recommend- 
ed to State and local authorities that 
they give prompt and sympathetic 
bearing to the petitions of utilities 
for relief from the burdens imposed 
by war conditions. 


The convention declared that the 
maintenance of the public utilities in 
the highest possible state of efficiency 
is essential not only to the war pro- 
gram of the United States, but also 
to the nation’s business, industrial 
and public interests. It was declared 
that the preservation of the compa- 
nies providing public utilities service 
is essential, and it was recognized 
that the increase of -costs, owing to 
conditions brought about by the war, 
seriously threatened the ability of the 
public utilities to continue furnish- 
ing the necessary service. 


In the resolutions adopted by the 
Chamber, the following appears un- 
der the head of “Public Utilities— 
Maintenance” : 


Whereas, The maintenance of the 
country’s public utilities in the high- 
est possible state of efficiency is es- 
sential not only to the war progress 
of the United States, but also to the 
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nation’s business, industrial and pub- 
lic interests ; and 

Whereas, Such efficiency depends 
upon the preservation of the credit 
of the companies providing public 
utility service; an 

Whereas, The increase of costs 
and the tnusually onerous conditions 
of operation brought about by the 
war seriously threaten the ability of 
the public utilities to continue the 
furnishing of the necessary services 
they perform; and 

Whereas, The protection of the 
credit of public utilities is very large- 
ly in the hands of regulatory com- 
missions and other public authorities, 
rather than in the_ utilities them- 
selves; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States rec- 
ommends to State and local authori- 
ties that they recognize the unusual 
and onerous conditions with which 
utilities are contending, and that in 
the interest of the nation, of business 
and of the public, they give prompt 
and sympathetic hearing to the peti- 
tions of such utilities for assistance 
and relief. 


Business oF ALL Kinps SQUARELY 
BEHIND THE GOVERNMENT 


The sixth annual convention of the 
Chamber of Commerce came to a 
close with a ringing declaration of 
principles, placing business of all 
kinds squarely behind the govern- 
ment “until Prussianism is utterly de- 
stroyed.” 

Representing more than 500,000 
business men of the country, and 
commerce, finance, transportation 
and industry of every character, the 
delegates to the convention adopted a 
set of resolutions of the most impor- 
tant character. It was declared 
therein that the close of the: first 
year of America’s participation in 
the great struggle for the security of 
democracy finds American business 
men with a clear conception of the 
immensity of the struggle in -which 
the country is engaged and the scope 
and character of the sacrifices re- 
quired. 

“Out of this knowledge,” the reso- 
lutions declare, “has grown and deep- 
ened the intention to be all and do 
all necessary to achieve success in 
this mighty struggle.” 

The convention, in its resolutions, 
dedicated the energies, the facilities, 
the resources and the united efforts 
of the National Chamber “to meet 
any demand, however great, that may 
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be made upon it, in order. that it may 
continue to loyally sustain our Gov- 
ernment and our fighting forces in 
the struggle to save the world.” 

Drastic repressive measures to halt 
attempts to destroy munitions and 
other property by incendiarism, ex- 
plosives, sabotage or in any other 
way were called for. The United 
States Government was called upon 
to exercise tireless vigilance, relent- 
less pursuit and prosecution of those 
found guilty of hostile acts. The 
previous action of the Chamber of 
Commerce with respect to universal 
military training was reaffirmed. It 
was declared that “the experience of 
the last two years has shown a grave 
danger and the great cost of the na- 
tion’s unpreparedness, particularly 
through its inability to place a large 
effective force in the field,” and that 
the training camps have demonstrat- 
ed their great value. 


CENTRAL CoNTROL oF GOVERNMENT 
WaAr BuyiInc 


On the subject of Government con- 
trol, the convention respectfully 
urged upon the Government and 
upon Congress that measures and 
proposals which have for their ob- 
ject the control of industries be sub- 
ject to close scrutiny and examina- 
tion. 

The convention recommended and 
urged the passage by Congress of a 
law providing for the payment of in- 
come, excess profit and other special 
war taxes in instalments. 

Government control of prices was 
dealt with in a resolution which de- 
clared in view of the fact that the 
fixing of prices and control of ex- 
cess profits by taxation go hand in 
hand, it was the belief of the conven- 
tion that the present tax laws should 
be amended, if they prove inadequate 
to prevent abnormal and unreasona- 
ble profits as the result of the war. 

The central control of Government 
war buying was touched on in an- 
other resolution, which favors 
prompt action by Congress confer- 
ring upon the President power to 
bring about for the period of the 
war such reassignment of functions 
and readjustment of relations among 
the various departments and special 
bureaus actively engaged in war 
work, as well as the power to create 
new agencies as may from time to 
time prove necessary, to the end that 
adequate control over the operation 
of such agencies may be secured. 

The convention recommended to 
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the board of directors, the appoint- 
ment of a permanent committee to 
study the conditions relating to costs 
and the return on investments in or- 
der that recommendations may be 
made to the War Industries Board. 

A resolution dealing with experi- 
ments in connection with war sup- 
plies urged that the Government 
should procure articles of tried and 
known value required for immediate 
use, which can be supplied to it in the 
necessary quantities. 

The war committee of the Na- 
tional Chamber was urged to keep in 
close touch and actively co-operate 
with the problems of the war serv- 
ice committees of all the industries, 
and to keep these committees author- 
itatively informed of all the decisions 


.of Government buying agencies. 


On the question of transportation 
necessities, the convention urged 
upon the Director General of Rail- 
ways that the operation and use of 
railroad terminal facilities in each 
large city be placed under the super- 
vision and control of a single compe- 
tent individual; it was pointed out 
that the railroad equipment, includ- 
ing motive power and car supply, is 
inadequate; this resolution pointed 
out that the standardization of rail- 
road equipment is secondary in im- 
portance to securing as quickly as 
possible locomotives and cars. The 
board of directors of the Chamber 
was requested to call a conference of 
representatives of all the interests of 
the nation to consider the broad as- 
pects of the transportation problems 
and the formulation of a. basis for 
the control and operation of trans- 
portation facilities after the conclu- 
sion of the present Government con- 
trol. 

Water power development was de- 
clared to be of immediate necessity, 
and Congress was called upon to pass 
the necessary legislation at once. 


Increased Rate Asked for 
Green Bay and De 
Pere, Wis. 

The Wisconsin Public Service 
Company recently filed application 
with the Wisconsin State Railroad 
Commission asking authority to in- 
crease the rates for gas in Green Bay 

and De Pere. 

The present schedule carries a net 
rate running from $1.15 per 1,000 
cu. ft. to 75 cents per 1,000 cu. ft. 
The new rates petitioned for run 
from $1.35 net to $1, depending upon 
the amount of consumption. 
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New Bond Issue Asked by 
Illinois Company 

The Illinois Northern Utilities 
Company has applied to the Public 
Service Commission of Illinois for 
permission to issue $525,000 in first 
and refunding mortgage gold bonds 
and $101,200 of its collateral gold 
notes. 


Constitutionality of Act of 
1905to Come Up Before Su- 
preme Court of Illinois in 
Next Spring Session 


By a decision of Municipal Judge 
Doyle, of Chicago, last week the way 
was paved for a quick decision by the 
Illinois Supreme Court on the con- 
stitutionality of the enabling act 
passed by the Legislature of 1905 
empowering the city of Chicago to 
regulate gas rates. The constitu- 
tionality of this act is the point at 
issue in the suit of the city of Chi- 
cago against the Peoples Gas Light 
& Coke Company for the recovery of 
$10,000,000 in alleged overcharges. 

Judge Doyle’s decision, however, 
was not rendered in the $10,000,000 
case, but in a test suit filed by the 
Gas Consumers’ League on behalf of 
James F. Sutter, an individual gas 
consumer, who seeks a refund of 
$11.53. The jurist in this case ruled 
that’ Mr. Sutter is entitled to the re- 
fund, which represents the amount 
he claims the company overcharged 
him from 1911 to 1916. 

The gas company will appeal this 
decision to the Supreme Court, which 
action it is expected will block tem- 
porarily further proceedings in the 
$10,000,000 case. It is probable that 
the Supreme Court’s decision on the 
$11.53 claim will also determine the 
$10,000,000 case. 

A Chicago ordinance passed in 
1911 created a maximum rate of 70 
cents per 1,000 cu. ft. for gas. The 
Peoples company obtained an injunc- 
tion restraining the city.from enforc- 
ing this ordinance, and throughout 
the life of the law—1911 to 1915— 
charged 80 cents per 1,000 cu. ft. 
Now Mr. Sutter and the city claim 
a refund of 10 cents on every 1,000 
ft. of gas consumed during that 
period. The gas company’s defense 
is that the legislative act which em- 
powered the city to regulate gas rates 
was unconstitutional. 


Perhaps of even greater signifi- 
cance than Judge Doyle’s decision is 
the fact that the trying of this case 
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developed a split among the city’s at- 
torneys. This may mean the end of 
the long delays attending all gas liti- 
gation in which the city has been in- 
volved. 

With the apparent desire of mak- 
ing his big grandstand play in the 
$10,000,000 suit rather than the 
$11.53 test case, Donald R. Richberg, 
special attorney for the city in gas 
matters, strongly opposed facilitat- 
ing the hearing of the smaller case. 
On the other hand, the trying of this 
case was urged not only by the de- 
fendant—the Peoples Gas Light & 
Coke Company—but by an assistant 
to Samuel Ettelson, corporation 
counsel of the city of Chicago. 


Thus at one hearing of the suit 
there was the unique spectacle of At- 
torney Richberg, representing the 
city, with a plea for delaying the trial, 
and Attorney Righeimer, another at- 
torney for the city, making a protest 
against any delay. Attorney Rich- 
berg was overruled and the trial pro- 
ceeded. Consequently, the point at 
issue—the constitutionality of the act 
of 1905—will be before the Supreme 
Court of Illinois for decision at the 
next spring session rather than 
months or years hence. 


Following the decision in this case, 
Corporation Counsel Ettelson issued 
a long written statement intimating 
that Attorney Richberg opposed a 
speedy trial of the Sutter litigation 
because a decision in that case may 
mean a speedy termination of Rich- 
berg’s services as special attorney in 
gas matters for the city. 

Mr. Ettelson said that Mr. Rich- 
berg had promised in 1915 to obtain 
a decision on the law points involved 
in the $10,000,000 case and had not 
yet done so, whereas such a decision 
was obtained in a few weeks by the 
Sutter test case. 

Mr. Ettelson set forth in his state- 
ment that since 1915. Richberg has 
drawn $37,000 and Glen E. Plumb, 
his assistant, $21,000 from the city 
for their services and expenses in 
connection with gas litigation. Dur- 
ing this same period, the statement 
charges, Edward W. Bemis, “gas ex- 
pert” for the city, drew $264,000 for 
his staff of engineers. Other ex- 
penses of $16,000 were accrued 
against the city in this litigation. 

When shown Mr. Ettelson’s state- 
ment, Mr. Richberg is quoted as hav- 
ing said: “Mr. Ettelson has padded 
the figures regarding my compensa- 


Ettelson’s statement said: 
“The gas litigation has dragged along 
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for eight years and has cost the city 
nearly $400,000. I have determined 
that this litigation shall not last eight 
years more and cost the city another 
$400,000.” 


Municipal Plant Abandoned — 
Northern States Power Sup- 
plies Consumers 

Norwood, Minn., has discontinued 
operation of its municipal gas plant, 
which was condemned by the State 
fire marshal. Citizens are arrang- 
ing for lighting service with the 
Southwestern Minnesota division of 
the Northern States Power Com- 
pany. 


Industrial Rates Suspended 
at Cincinnati 

The industrial rate for natural gas 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, has been sus- 
pended. This was announced by 
Vice-president Cartwright, of the 
Union Gas & Electric Company. 
Large consumers will have to pay 
the domestic rate, just the same as 
the householder. The suspension of 
the industrial rate comes as a con- 
servancy measure, to cut down con- 
sumption. This, in turn, will con- 
serve the gas wells in the West Vir- 
ginia fields, obviate the necessity of 
drilling more wells and the laying of 
additional pipe lines in the fields. It 
is also expected to yield a better sup- 
ply in the winter. 


April 24 Set for Hearing to 
Determine Whether Mani- 
towoc Company Should 
Continue Temporary 
Increased Rate 

The six months’ period, giving the 
Manitowoc ( Wis.) Gas Company the 
right to raise its gas rates in Mani- 
towoc 15 cents per thousand cubic 
feet, will expire on April 30, and the 
rate commission at Madison recently 
issued an order for a hearing at 
Madison on April 24, to determine 
whether or not the temporary rate 
shall be continued, until the revalua- 
tion of the utility is approved and a 
new rate fixed on this new valuation. 

This is the first revaluation fixed 
since 1913. The new valuation gives 
the reproduction cost at $232,912, as 
compared to a cost in 1913, the time 
of the previous valuation of the plant 
of $214,708. 

The reproduction cost, less depre- 
ciation, in the valuation is given at 
$193,059, as compared to $184,707 in 
the 1913 report. 








38 t 


On this basis the new valuation of 
the engineers, if approved by the 
commission, would give the company 
an added valuation, based on a new 
plant, of $18,000 over the 1913 fig- 
ures, and of $9,000 on reproduction 
less depreciation. 


Wisconsin Company Granted 
Increase for Six Months 
Period 

The application of the Wisconsin 
Gas & Electric Company for an in- 
crease in rates in Kenosha and Ra- 
cine, Wis., which was made to the 
railway commission on Sept. 27, 
1917, has been partially allowed, to 
the extent that an increase of 20 cents 
per 1,000 cu. ft. for each consumer 
has been granted, for a period of six 
months. At the expiration of six 
months, or when every consumer has 
paid the increased rate for that length 
of time, the old rates will once more 
be effective. 


Richmond Company Denied 
Increase—May Have to 
Extend Mains 

No increase in the price of gas to 
consumers in North Richmond, Va., 
will be allowed the Henrico County 
Gas Company, if- the recommenda- 
tions of the administrative board are 
carried out. The matter was dis- 
cussed at length recently, with the 
result that the board notified City 
Attorney Henry R. Pollard that the 
company should be required to fur- 
nish gas at the same price as provided 
in its franchise. The city council 
was also notified of the boards de- 
cision in the matter. 

City Attorney Pollard referred to 
the board a letter from the State 
corporation commission, advising 
that the Henrico County Gas Com- 
pany, which furnishes gas to High- 
land Park, Ginter Park and Barton 
Heights, would request permission 
to increase the price from 90 cents to 
$1.10 per 1,000 cu. ft. Mr. Pollard 
suggested that the board investigate 
the justice in such an increase, and 
invite citizens of the section affected 
to present their views on the matter. 

The company formerly charged a 
higher rate, but this was reduced to 
90 cents some months ago. Despite 
this decrease, there has been consid- 
erable criticism of the present rate, 
on the ground that citizens in other 
sections of Richmond pay only 80 
cents per 1,000 cu. ft. In certain 
quarters it is believed for this reason 
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that the city should extend its mains 
into North Richmond. 

The board sent a copy of its reso- 
lution to the city council through 
Mayor Ainslie, and it is probable that 
the question of extending the city’s 
mains will be brought up for further 
consideration. 


Rate Increase Sought at 
Portsmouth 

The New Hampshire Public Serv- 
ice Commission has received a letter 
from the Portsmouth (N. H.) Gas 
Company withdrawing the proposed 
new schedule of rates, of which 
public notice was given the early part 
of March and requesting the com- 
mission to fix a rate schedule which 
will give the company a fair return. 


$1.20 Rate Asked for Atlantic 
City 

Appeal was made March 20 by the 
Atlantic City (N. J.) Gas Company 
to the utilities commission in Tren- 
ton for permission to increase the 
price of gas to consumers from 90 
cents net to $1.20 net. 

The claim is made that the higher 
wages and materials, together with 
increased cost of operating expenses 
compels the company to urge the ad- 
vance. 


New Schedule of Rates at 
Hagerstown Approved 
by Commission 


Beginning April 1 the Hagers- 
town (Md.) Light & Heat Com- 
pany puts into effect a new sched- 
ule of rates. They have been sub- 
mitted to the public service com- 
mission and have been approved 

The company alleges that since 
1914 the prices of all materials 
used in the manufacture of gas ad- 
vanced rapidly, culminating in the 
highest prices in the last three 
months. That oil has advanced 
over 100 per cent; coal, 80 per 
cent; cast-iron pipes, 170 per cent; 
all steel fittings, over 90 per cent; 
labor, 40 to 45 per. cent, which 
makes the total increase in oper- 
ating expenses of more than 80 
per cent. The company has over 
4,200 consumers in Hagerstown. 

There is a 10-cents-a-thousand 
raise on all consumers up to 25,000 
cu. ft. per month and 15 cents in- 
crease for larger consumers. Only 
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500 consumers can be affected 10 
cents per thousand. The minimum 
rate has been raised from 25 to 50 
cents a month. 


United Fuel Company Files 
Application for Rehearing 
on Rate Case 


An application was filed March 29 
with the public service commission 
by the United Fuel Gas Company on 
its petition for a 7-cent gas rate in- 
crease in Charleston, W. Va., and in- 
creases in Wayne, Cabell and Put- 
nam Counties. 

The gas company contends that it 
should be permitted to make private .- 
contracts with commercial users of 
gas. It alleges that commercial con- 
sumers do not come under the classi- 
fication of public service. Therefore 
transactions with them are not under 
the supervision of the public service 
commission. 

The original petition of the gas 
firm was refused by the commission 
in February. In its new application 
the company alleges the commission 
made ten errors in its previous de- 
cision. 

It is alleged the commission did 
not give adequate consideration to 
the fact. that the United Fuel Gas 
Company’s property was valued at 
$50,000,000. Further, that that val- 
uation had been made in a minimum 
pre-war basis. The commission had 
incorrectly held the present value of 
the company to be less than the cost 
thereof. The commission also erred 
in crediting profits of the concern on 
its gasoline properties against oper- 
ating expensés of its public gas 
service. 

“The allowance made for overhead 
expenditures and for going value are 
each wholly inadequate under the 
testimony adduced. The commission 
would not consider the petitioner’s 
investment in land as furthering the 
continued supply of its patrons in 
the immediate future rather than the . 
remote past.” The depreciation al- 
lowed by the commission is wholly 
inadequate. The commission did not 
consider the increase in profits in the 


- last year due entirely to the increase 


in the amount of business, and not 
the percentage of gain. 

The commission did not take into 
consideration the fact that “although 
gas rates in Huntington and Charles- 
ton were lower than they should be, 
the service was adequate.” 
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Temporary Price for Gas Ex- 
pected for Worcester, Mass. 


A’ temporary price of gas for 
Worcester, Mass., probably will be 
fixed by the gas and electric light 
commission at about $1 per 1,000 
cu. ft. 

This was the prediction made by 
those who listened attentively to the 
information brought out at the pub- 
lic hearing on the proposed increase 
of the price of gas to $1.15 per 1,000 
cu. ft., in the common council cham- 
ber, City Hall, March 22. 

It is believed that at the close of 
the hearing the State board will rec- 
ommend the Worcester Gas Light 
Company fix its price at about $1. 


Washington, N. J. Consumers 
to Pay More for Gas 


Owing to the high cost of oil and 
coal causing a big deficit in the earn- 
ings of the Washington (N. J.) Gas 
Company, the State board of public 
utility commissioners decided to per- 
mit the concern to increase its rates. 
. The new schedule is to be $1.60 net 
per 1,000 cu. ft. for the first 5,000 
cu. ft. consumed in any one-month; 
$1.50 per 1,000 cu. ft. for the second 
5,000 ft., and $1.45 per 1,000 cu. ft. 
for all gas in excess of 10,000 cu. ft. 


Kalamazoo Company Granted 


Increase 

Following a fight in the Supreme 
Court in which the Michigan Light 
Company, Kalamazoo, Mich., won 
over the city, which asked a 75-cent 
gas rate, the company announced a 
raise to $1 per 1,000 ft. of gas after 
May 1. The present rate is 75 cents. 


Fort Madison Council Denies 
Rate Increase 


The city council, in regular ses- 
sion recently, denied the petition of 
the Fort Madison (Iowa) Gas Light 
Company asking that the company be 
empowered to raise the price of gas 
to a point that would divide between 
consumers and the compdny the loss 
the company is daily suffering owing 
to high cost of everything that now 
goes into gas production. 


Increase Denied Marshalltown 


Company 
The application of the Iowa Rail- 
way &.Light Company, of Marshall- 
town, Iowa, for an increase from $1 
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to $1.40 net per 1,000 cu. ft. of gas, 
was refused by the city council. The 
company sought the increase because 
of the excessive cost of coal and 
labor as'a result of the war, and 
asked the council for an auditing of 
the company’s books and accounts in 
order to furnish a basis for an ordi- 
nance establishing new rates. 


New Jersey Gas Restored to 
Former Standard 


The standard of gas supplied in 
New Jersey by the Public Service 


Gas Company went back to 600 B.t.u. 


April 1 by reason of the expiration 
of privilege for the reduction to 570 
units as allowed by the public utility 
commission sixty days ago at the re- 
quest of the Government. 

This suspension was sought for 
originally to bring about increased 
production of toluol. The Govern- 
ment at the expiration did not ask 
for further suspension. The orig- 
inal number of units applies to every 
section excepting Camden. 


Increase Asked for. Milford, 
Mass. 


The Milford (Mass.) Gas Light 
Company desires to have the rate in- 
creased $1.75 per 1,000 cu. ft. The 
petition as officially filed with the 
gas and electric light commission 
calls for “a revision of the order” of 
the commission on June 11, 1915, and 
effective since July 1, 1915. Asa 
result of this order, the rate was 
made $1.45 per 1,000 cu. ft. 


Rate Increase Applied for at 
Stockton 


Western States Gas & Electric 
Company has applied for authority 
to increase the rates charged for gas 
at Stockton, Cal. 


Ponnshies for Economic Com- 
pany 


The Economic Gas Company’s 
petition for a blanket franchise modi- 
fied to some extent from the former 
petition, was referred by the board 
of supervisors recently to the county 
counsel to prepare the notice of sale. 
The franchise is to extend over a 
period. of years, covering practically 
all the territory. outside of incorpor- 
ated cities in the county south of the 
Sierra Madre Mountains. 
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Domestic Consumers of Spring- 
field Allowed Rebate 


Under an agreement reached after 
a two hours’ conference between rep- 
resentatives of the Springfield 
(Ohio) Gas Company, the Ohio 
Cities Gas Company and the city of 
Springfield, held March 23, in the 
office of City Manager Charles E. 
Ashburner, domestic consumers, who 
file requests are to be allowed a re- 
bate of 10 per cent on their January 
bills, and thé clarifying of the pen- 
alty clause is to be worked out 
shortly by the attorneys of the two 
interests. 


Consolidated Gas Company 
Takes Out Heavy In- 
surance 


The big gas and electric lighting 
companies of New York have ar- 
ranged for insurance in excess of 
$50,000,000 covering bombardmenc 
from the air or the sea and other 
forms of war risk. 

Forty million dollars’ worth of the 
total insurance has been taken by the 
Consolidated Gas Company, whose 
plant comprises one of the most valu- 
able properties in New York City. 


Appraisers at Work on Lan- 
sing Plant 

Appraisal experts representing 
Hagenah & Erickson, of Chicago, 
employed by the city of Lansing to 
inventory the property and audit the 
business of the Lansing Fuel & Gas 
Company, are working on the valua- 
tion of the physical property of the 
company. 


New Rates for Spencer, Mass 


Announcement of an increase price 
in gas was made recently by the 
Spencer (Mass.) Gas Company, ef- 
fective from April 1. 

The new increase is one of 15 
cents on every 1,000 cu. ft. The 
new price will be $1.85 per 1,000 cu. 
ft., instead of $1.70. The price for 
each 1,000 cu. ft. up to Nov. 1 last, 
was only $1.60. Then the price was © 
raised to $1.70. 

The new price system in. effect is: 
General. use—First 2,000 cu. ft., 
$1.95 gross, $1.85 net per 1,000 cu. 
ft.. All over 2,000 cu. ft. $1.95 gross, 
$1.85 net per 1,000 cu. ft. 

For industrial purposes — First 
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2,000 cu. ft., $1.95 gross, $1.85 net 
per 1,000. Next 3,000 cu. ft., $1.85 
gross, $1.75 net per 1,000 cu. ft. 
Next 25,000 cu. ft. $1.45 gross, 
$1.35 net per 1,000. Next 20,000 cu. 
ft. per month $1.25, net per 1,000 
cu. ft. All over 50,000 cu. ft., $1.15 
net per 1,000 cu. ft. 





Utilities Balk at Paying More 
for Their Money 


The utility corporations are com- 
ing to the conclusion that they have 
bid the market high enough when 
they put out notes yielding 8 per cent, 
which makes new money cost them 
about 10 per cent on the average. 
Many of them refuse to bid higher 
for money, and are depending on 
the Government to help them. 

A typical case is that of the Louis- 
ville Gas & Electric. Bankers are 
now selling riotes-of this company 
on an 8 per cent basis and the money 
costs the company close to 10 per 
cent. Notes now being sold will care 
for another note issue maturity and 
add about $900,000 cash to the treas- 
ury. The company has $10,000,000 
of bonds falling due July 1. The 
banking syndicate which is selling the 
notes ‘has offered to finance either 
bond or note issue for refunding, but 
the cost of new money would be so 
great that officials believe the Fed- 
eral Government will assist as soon 
as the fimance corporation act is 
passed. 

The company must either pay at 
least 10 per cent for short term 
money or contract to pay 6% per 
cent, perhaps more, over a long term 
of years. It is the belief of the man- 
agement that the Treasury Depart- 
ment will acknowledge that this is 
too great a burden to be assumed by 
a utility that is of vital importance to 
the war program. 


St. Marys Company Must Fur- 
nish Service to Emporium 
Residents 

Seven residents of the Borough of 
- Emporium, Cameron County, Pa., 
complained that they have applied to 
the St. Marys Gas Company for 
service, and are willing to abide by 
its rules and regulations, but that 
service is denied them. The com- 
pany admits the denial of service, 
justifying the same by stating that 
the necessary expense required will 
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not justify the extension asked for; 
that some of the applicants’ homes 
are only temporary, and that its sup- 
ply of gas may in the near future 
become exhausted. 

The company claims that unless a 
new source of supply is procured it 
can render service for only a few 
years more, and in the near future 
must discontinue all service in Em- 
porium. 

The conclusion of the commission 
is that the ‘complaint be sustained. 
The respondent will, on or before 
June 1, 1918, make the necessary ex- 
tension to serve the complainants, 
and an order will be issued accord- 
ingly. ; 


Municipal Ownership of Glen- 
dale Plant to be Considered 


The Glendale, Cal., council has 
called a mass meeting at the City 
Hall to consider further municipal 
ownership of gas and also the latest 
offer of the Southern California Gas 
Company. This was presented by 
City Attorney W. E. Evans, and is 
as follows: “Referring to the matter 
discussed by us some days ago, I am 
authorized by our company to state 
that we will be very glad to institute 
a natural gas service in the city of 
Glendale and install a rate schedule, 
provided the city will, in turn, drop 
all legal and other contemplated ac- 
tion against this company. 

“Yours very truly. 
“A. B. McBets.” 


The rate schedule submitted is as 
follows: 

First 5,000 cu. ft., per 1,000, 80 
cents; next 5,000, 75 cents; next 
15,000, 65 cents; next 25,000, 55 


- cents; next 50,000, 45 cents; all over 


100,000 cu. ft. a month, per 1,000 cu. 
ft., 40 cents. 

It is claimed by the gas company 
the change from mixed to natural 
gas is a reduction of 20 per cent from 
the present price. 

The State railroad commission has 
set April 9, by request of the city 
council of Glendale, to fix a price on 
the holdings of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Gas Company in that city. 


Proposed Schedule of Rates 
for Spokane 


The proposed increases in gas 
rates contained in the petition filed 
recently with the State public serv- 
ive commission at Olympia by the 
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Spokane ( Wash.) Gas Company are 
as follows: 


Per 1,000 Inc. 

Per Month Feet | % 
First 2,000 cu. ft......... $1.80 21 
Next 3,000 cu. ft......... 1.70 23 
Next 5,000 cu. ft......... 1.60 25 
Next 5,000 cu. ft......... 1.50 27 
Next 20,000 cu. ft........ 1.40 30 
Next 15,000 cu. ft........ 1.30 20 
Rdn. 

Excess above 50,000 cu. ft. 0.90 20 


Discount from above for payment of 
bill within ten days after date, 10 cents 
per thousand. 


In the event that an early hearing 
on the above schedule of rates cannot 
be held the company asks permission 
to put the new proposed rates into ef- 
fect immediately pending investiga- 
tion. In the event that the new rates 
are found to be unwarranted the 
company agrees to refund the ex- 
cess to its consumers. 


Increased Rate for Shenan- 
doah, Pa. 


The Schuylkill Gas & Electric 
Company, of Shenandoah, Pa., noti- 
fied its patrons that the price of gas 
would be advanced 25 per cent, com- 
mencing April 1, due to the increase 
in fuel and labor. 


Massachusetts House Not in 
Favor of Preventing In- 


creases at Present 
Time 


The bill providing that no increase 
in the price of gas shall be made by 
any public service corporation using 
the public streets and no increase 
subsequent to Oct. 1, 1917, shall be 
valid, unless approved by the gas and 
electric light commission after a pub- 
lic hearing, was referred to the next 
legislature in the Massachusetts 
House by a roll call of 132 to 83. | 

The measure was originally sub- 
stituted for an adverse committee re- 
port upon the urging of Mr. McKeon 
of Worcester. It reached the en- 
grossment stage, where it was attack- 
ed vigorously.. Mr. McKeon and 
others defended it without success. 

The House passed to be engrossed 
the bill to empower the gas and elec- 
tric light commission to order a pub- 
lic lighting company to extend its 
service to another company in time 
of emergency. 
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Bergen County Company to 
Issue $700,000 Bonds 

The State board of public utility 
commissioners has allowed the appli- 
cation of the Gas & Electric Com- 
pany of Bergen County for an issu- 
ance of its 5 per cent general mort- 
gage bonds to the amount of $700,- 
000. The bonds are to be sold at not 
less than 90 per cent of their par 
value. 


Hopewell Office to Remain 
Open 

After further consideration, the 

Hopewell, N. J., office of the New 

Jersey Northern Gas Company will 

not be closed, as was recently an- 

nounced. The office will be in 


charge of Mrs. Elizabeth Dunn, who 
has been the bookkeeper for a year. 


New Gas Schedule Filed for 
Coatesville 

A new tariff of gas rates has been 
filed by the Philadelphia Suburban 
Gas & Electric Company, effective 
April 12, 1918, for service in Coates- 
ville, Chester County, Pa. The new 
tariff makes an increase of 25 cents 
per 1,000 cu. ft. in the unit rates for 
gas, so that the rate for the first 
10,000 cu. ft. per month will be $1.60 
per 1,000 cu. ft., less 10 cents for 
prompt payment. 

Prepayment meters are to be set at 
$1.50 net per 1,000 cu. ft. and a 
monthly service charge of 25 cents 
is to be made in addition to gas con- 
sumed through prepayment meters. 


South Shore Natural in New 


Home 

The Dunkirk, N. Y., offices of the 
South Shore Natural Gas Company 
have been removed from 307 Central 
Avenue, where the company had 
been since its first year in 1904, to 
433 Central Avenue, in a new build- 
ing. : 


New Albany Company Gets 

Hearing on Rate Increase 

A hearing was held in Jefferson- 
ville, Ind., recently by the Indiana 
Public Service Commission of the 
petition of the United Gas & Electric 
Company for authority to make a 
surcharge on rates for gas in Jeffer- 
sonville, New Albany and adjoining 
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territory. The present rate for gas 
in Jeffersonville is $1.10 per thou-~ 
sand feet, or $1 if bills are paid with- 
in ten days of rendering. The com- 
pany seeks a surcharge of 25 cents. 

No decision in the case has been 
rendered as yet. 


New Rate Announced at 
Bridgeport 


The Bridgeport (Conn.) Gas Light 
Company has announced an increase 
in the price of its gas to large con- 
sumers effective as of April 1, 1918. 
The new price discontinues the quan- 


tity discounts, effecting a net price- 


of $1 per 1,000 cu. ft. for all gas con- 
sumed, irrespective of quantity. 


Buffalo Gas Rates Remain 


That the proposed increased rates 
by the Iroquois Natural Gas Com- 
pany, of Buffalo, N. Y., cannot be- 
come effective until they are shown 
to be just and reasonable is the de- 
cision of the public service commis- 
sion. 


Brooklyn Gas Company Asks 
that $1 Rate be Re- 
established 


The Newtown Gas Company, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., is endeavoring by 
a petition to the public service com- 
mission to have the gas rate in the 
Second Ward of Queens: re-estab- 
lished at the former standard of $1 
per 1,000 cu. ft. 

The present rate was established 
for a period of a year expiring July 
1, 1917, but the consumer continued 
to pay $1 per 1,000 cu. ft. The com- 
pany by an order of the courts was 
compelled to deposit 15 per cent of 
this money to be refunded with in- 
terest if it was finally decided to re- 
duce the rates. 

Marshall E. Sampsell, the presi- 
dent, in his report says: “During the 
year the company issued $30,600 par 
value of its preferred stock, and as- 
sumed $25,000 par value of first 
mortgage bonds to acquire the prop- 
erty of the Peoples Gas Company, of 
Pana, Ill. The company sold during 
the year $1,355,000 par value of its 
first and refunding mortgage 5 per 
cent gold bonds, the proceeds of 
which were used for the company’s 


corporate purposes.” 
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Brockton Gas Price Raised 


The Brockton (Mass.) Gas Light 
Company recently announced a sec- 
ond increase in the price of gas since 
last August, advancing from $1.25 
gross 1,000 ft. to $1.35 for Brockton, 
and a 20-cent increase for Bridge- 
water, West Bridgewater, East 
Bridgewater, Avon, Randolph, Hol- 
brook and Stoughton, which towns 
are supplied bythe company. In- 
creased costs of manufacturing ma- 
terials is given for the increase, 
which becomes operative March 20. 


Williamsport Company Files 


Increase Notice 

Notice of an increase in gas rates. 
in Williamsport, Pa., to become ef- 
fective on April 1, due to the great 
advance in the cost of manufacture, 
has been issued by the Northern Cen- 
tral Gas Company. 

The following table in the com- 
pany’s tariffs gives the comparison 
of old and new rates based on month- 
ly consumption of cubic feet for light 
and domestic fuel service: 

Old New 

First 1,000 cu. 

Next 1,000 cu. 

Next 3,000 cu. 

Next 5,000 cu. 

Next 10,000 cu. ft 

Excess over 30,000 cu. ft.. 

Excess over 20,000 cu. ft.. 


The old or present’ rate for indus- 
trial service is as follows: 


First 

Next 

Next : 

Next 5, 

Next 

Next 

Next 

Next 

Next : 
Next 100,000 cu. ft 0.65 
Next for excess over 300,000 cu. ft. 0.60 


The proposed new rate for indus- 
trial service is: 


First 1,000 cu. 
Next 1,000 cu. 
Next 3,000 cu. 
Next 5,000 -cu. 


- Next 20,000 cu. ft 


Next 20,000 cu. ft 
Next 50,000 cu. ft 
Next 100,000 cu. ft 
Next 100,000 cu. ft 
Excess over 300,000 cu. f 
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Office of Gas Commissioner for 
Cleveland Recommended 


Creation of the office of gas com- 
‘missioner, to control East Ohio Gas 
Company service, was recommended 
by City Chemist White to the public 
utilities committee of the city council 
recently. 


Increase Asked by Baltimore 
Company 


Permission to raise the price of il- 
luminating gas to the consumer was 
asked recently of .the public service 
commission in an application filed by 
Charles M. Cohn, vice-president of 
the Consolidated Gas, Electric Light 
& Power Company, Baltimore, Md. 
The commission soon will set a time 
for hearing the application. 

To meet conditions growing out of 
the war, the company asks authority 
to increase the net price from 75 
cents to 85 cents per 1,000 cu. ft. for 
the average household use. The 
company also proposes an increase 
in secondary rates based on large 
consumption. This increase is pro- 
posed as 15 cents more for all gas 
now sold for 35 cents or less per 
1,000 cu. ft. 

This means that the net price will 
be the cost to the consumer who 
takes advantage of the 10-cent-a- 
1,000 reduction allowed on all bills 
that are paid within a stipulated time 
after they are received. If the net 
price is not taken advantage of by the 
consumer, gas under the new sched- 
ule will cost him 95 cents per 1,000 
cu. ft. 


Charles A. Luther’s Paper Has 
Already Found a Booster 
for Gas Lighting 

Charles A. Luther’s address, 
termed “Do You Believe in Gas 
Lighting,” delivered at the recent 
convention of the Illinois Gas Asso- 
ciation, which concluded with an ex- 
hortation to gas men to boost their 
commodity as strenuously as does the 
electric man his, already has begun 
to bear fruit. 

Thus another of the Peoples Gas 
- Light & Coke Company’s constitu- 
ents over a nom de plume says that 
after hearing Mr. Luther’s paper, 
the thought struck him that were 
Longfellow alive he might have ex- 
claimed : 
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Tell me not in scornful numbers 
Gas is obsolete for light, 

Go and talk to Charlie Luther, 
‘He will put up a grand old fight. 


Gas is here, and always will be, 
For lighting, power or heat, 

And when it comes to candle-power, 
Betcher life, it can’t be beat. 


When you hear about the gas arcs 
Scattered through this good old 
town, 
You can see that Luther’s squadron 
_-lave been doing things up brewn 


So talk not to me of ahms or amperes, 
Electric terms please do not use, 
For I am a loyal gas man 
And believe only in B.t.u.’s. 
—Niblick.” 


Advance of 15 Cents at 
Gloucester, Mass. 


The Gloucester ( Mass.) Gas Light 
Company has sent out notices to its 
patrons announcing that the price of 
gas will be advanced 15 cents per 
1,000 cu. ft., effective on bills ren- 
dered May 1. In its circular the 
company says it is reluctantly ob- 
liged to make the increase on account 
of the continued increase in all costs, 
but hopes that no further increase 
will be necessary and that with the 
return of normal conditions and 
lower costs the rates can be reduced. 


Evansville Officials Consent 


to Increase 

Benjamin Bosse, mayor of Evans- 
ville, Ind., has sent a letter to the 
public ‘service commission saying 
that he, the city council and the 
board of public works consent to the 
increase in rates asked for in a peti- 
tion filed with the commission re- 
cently by the Public Utilities Com- 
pany, of Evansville. The company 
asks for an increase of 15 cents per 


- 1,000 cu. ft. of gas. The rate is now 


85 cents for the first 5,000 ft. 


Major Doty Will Have Charge 
of Building Program at 
Cantonment 


Major Paul C. Doty, formerly 

ral r and vice-president 

of the St. Paul (Minn.) Gas Light 

Company, has been appointed chief 

construction quartermaster at Camp 
Grant, Il. 

Major Doty will have charge of an 
extensive building program which 
will-be carried out at the cantonment 
during the summer. The proposed 
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improvements will cost several mil- 
lion dollars. 

Twelve new barracks and an addi- 
tion to the base hospital are now un- 
der construction in Camp Grant. The 
original construction plans require 
an expenditure of $2,000,000, but it 
is expected the sum will be increased, 
now that a rapid enlargement of the 
army has been decided upon. 


Maxon Premix Burner Com- 


pany Opens Eastern 
Office 


The Maxon Premix Burner Com- 
pany, of Muncie, Ind., has appointed 
Edward F. Davis, formerly of the 
Strong, Carlisle & Hammond Com- 
pany, as their Eastern agent. Their 
office for the present will be located 
at 2015 Cropsey Avenue, Brooklyn, 
eS 

Mr. Davis states that he antici- 
pates in the very near future to carry 
a complete stock of Premix burners 
in his Brooklyn office to facilitate 
quick deliveries. 


New Members Elected to 
Pennsylvania Association 
At the meeting of the Pennsyl- 

vania Gas Association, held April 10 
at the Hotel Adelphia, Philadelphia, 
the following new members were 
admitted to the association: N. B. 

Bertolette, division manager, Phila- 

delphia Suburban Gas & Electric 

Company, Coatesville; W. J. La 

Portes, commercial agent, Counties 

Gas & Electric Company, Ardmore; 

W. H. Frank, commercial manager, 

Lebanon Gas & Fuel Company, Leb- 
anon; E. W. Fox, chief clerk, Coun- 
ties Gas & Electric Company, Nor- 
ristown; F. E. Bender, superintend+ 
ent, Waynesboro Gas Company, 
Waynesboro ; Joseph Bees, new busi- 
ness manager, Hyde Park Gas Com- 
pany, Scranton; O. L. Haverly, man- 
ager, Athens & Sayre Gas Company, 
Athens; Thomas Gilchrist, general 
manager, Renovo Consolidated Gas 
Company, Renovo; Samuel S. Dev- 
ett, salesman, General Gas Light 

Company, New York; A. G. Holmes, 

vice-president ‘and manager, Pitts- 

burgh Meter Company, Pittsburgh ; 
Chatles Harbison, salesman, Ohio 

States Stove Company, Lancaster, 

Ohio, and G. S. Cullen, commercial 

agent, Harrisburg Gas Company, 

Harrisburg. 
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Increase Granted Boone. 


Company 


The Boone (Iowa) Gas Company 
has been granted an increase of 20 
cents per 1,000 cu. ft. in rates for gas 
pending war conditions. A B.t.u. 
standard of 550 has also been estab- 
lished in place of the 22 candle- 
power standard -as formerly pre- 
vailed. 








Personal Notes 




















J. Frank McSweeney, who has 
held the position of local manager 
and superintendent of the Citizens 
Gas & Electric Company, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, for the past several 
years, has tendered his resignation as 
such and will assume the active man- 
agement of the Diamond Grinder 
Company, with which concern he has 
been affiliated since its organization 
some two years ago. 


Cuares H. Merritt, president of 
the Danbury (Conn.) & Bethel Gas 
& Electric Light Company, died 
April 5 at his home in Danbury at 
the age of seventy-five. Mr. Mer- 
ritt was born at Troy, N. Y., on Oct. 
2, 1843. His early education was re- 
ceived at Troy, but concluded at the 
Allen School in West Newton, Mass. 
He first saw Danbury in 1868, when 
as a young man he entered shoe 
manufacturing, and continued this 
business until 1880, when the. hat 
trade interested him, his retirement 
taking place in 1907. But before 
1880 Mr. Merritt had become a pub- 
lic utility figure in Danbury, he hav- 
ing been connected with the old gas 
company, and later with the electric 
company, becoming president and 
general manager while still in the hat 
business. When the Doherty inter- 
ests took over the Danbury company 
in 1912, Mr. Merritt headed it, and 
he has remained m that position ever 
since. * 


James T. Wuirte has been appoint- 
ed manager of the Oregon Gas & 
Electric Company, Medford, Ore., to 
succeed O. R. C. Grow, who left for 
Los Angeles to take the position of 
manager of the California Gas Com- 
pany. Mr. 
manager of the Oregon Gas &. Elec- 
tric Company at Roseburg, Ore., and 


White was ‘formerly: 


was a former gape eerrnameeans 
pany at that office. 


Witiram B. Vorn ‘has resigned 
as manager of the Ogdensburg (N. 
Y:) Power & Light, Street Railway 
& Gas Companies, and will leave for 
Eau Claire, Wis., to enter upon his 
duties as manager of the Wisconsin- 
Minnesota Light & Power Company, 
which also operates light, power and 
transportation utilities. Mr. Voth is 
a native of the Badger State, having 
been born in Milwaukee. After 
graduating from the University of 
Wisconsin he engaged in railroad 
construction, and subsequently be- 
came engaged in the operating end 
of the business, in which he has con- 
tinued ever since. He came east 
five years ago to accept an appoint- 
ment as chief engineer and purchas- 
ing agent for the Empire United 
Railways, of Syracuse, which posi- 
tion he resigned two years ago to 
go to Ogdensburg. 


Frank E. Hoxuts, for the past 
year and a half commercial manager 
of the Citizens Gas Company in 
Terre Haute, Ind., has resigned to 
become advertising manager of the 
Terre Haute Star. 


Rospert W. Emmons, treasurer of 
the Lawrence ( Mass.) Gas Company 
and who has been interested in the 
promotion of a number of public 
utility enterprises in that section of 
Massachusetts, will spend a great 
deal of his time during the baseball 
season in Waterbury, Conn., with the 
Eastern Baseball League. 


Tue Musxkocee (Oxta.) Gas & 
ELectric CoMPANyY gave a banquet 
Friday evening, April 5, at the com- 
pany’s clubrooms to its employees 
and their friends for the purpose of 
further interesting the employees in 
the new preferred stock of the com- 
pany. A mock sale in which Fred- 
erick A. Crowell induced J. H. 
Schmidt to become an investor in the 
new stock was the feature of the 
banquet. Mr. Crowell is directing 
the sales campaign for this stock, 
and Mr. Schmidt is assistant man- 
ager of the company. About sev- 
enty of the employees, their wives 
and friends attended the affair, and 
a social good time was had in addi- 
tion to the business features of the 
program. <A talk was given by 
George H.°Wilmarth, manager of 
the company. The gas company has 
arranged to give its employees a com- 


AMERICAN GAS ENGINEERING JOURNAL 15 


mission.on.any,of the preferred stock 
which they are instrumental in sell- 


“ing. The mock sale was’planned as 


an illustration of how to make a sale, 
the salesman answering all-the vari- 
ous questions which the usual buyer 
would ask about the investment. 








Construction Notes 




















Citizens Company Asks Tem- 
porary Increase — New 
Ovens Proposed 


The Citizens Gas Company, of In- 
dianapolis, recently filed a petition 
with the public service commission 
asking, for a temporary increase in 
rates to 60 cents per 1,000 cu. ft. flat. 
The commission set the hearing for 
April 23. 

The rates are now 55 cents per 
1,000 for the first 50,000, 45 cents 
for.the second 50,000, and 40 cents 
per 1,000 for all in excess of 100,- 
000. The petition, which is signed 
by John R. Welch, president, and J. 
D. Forrest, secretary, recites that un- 
til 1916 the gas produced exceeded 
the demand, but when coal prices 
went up the consumption of gas 
greatly increased so that the com- 
pany had to use its water gas plant, 
and the amount received for such gas 
was less than it cost. 

The capacity of the plant is not 
sufficient to take care of the de- 
mands, especially the commercial de- 
mands. It is proposed to put in forty 
additional coke ovens within nine 
months, the Federal Government 
having agreed to assist in getting the 
material delivered. The petition esti- 
mates the cost of proposed improve- 
ments at from $1,250,000 to $1,500,- 
000, which, it is set out, is much 
higher than it would be in normal 
times. 

To finance the project the petition 
says a temporary increase in rates is 
necessary. How long such’ an in- 
crease would obtain would be left to 
the public service commission. 

The petition has been filed only 
because it is recognized that present 
abnormal conditions are likely to 
continue indefinitely and that ii is 
not in keeping with public policy for 
a public utility to stand still. The 
new investment of approximately 
$1,500,000 will represent: double 
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what such improvements wi ee 
cost three years” ago, an 
knows how much they his ah ‘shrink ~ 
in value three. or fort yi 

The company Ba. es ts fo make 
gravciea ante only es the costs of financ- 
ing, trusting to the future operation 
of the new plant to take care of other 
charges. It will, therefore, appear 
that the additional income which can 
be obtained from the restoration of 
the franchise gas rate will be of no 
benefit to the company, except as it 
enables it to give more satisfactory 
service than was possible last winter. 
If the directors of the company were 
considering simply the financing in- 
terests of the company, and not tak- 
ing into account its public functions, 
they would not think of making any 
improvements at this time, even with 
the increase in gas revenue which 
the commission has been asked fo 
authorize. 


“The petition would make the 
granting of the increase in gas rates 
contingent on the execution of con— 
tracts for the new construction. The 
company has received such assur- 
ances from the authorities in Wash- 
ington that it believes it can increase 
its gas-producing capacity by the first 
of January, if prompt action is taken. 
Its. financial problems have to be 
worked in conjunction with every- 
thing else, and no positive assurance 
can be given in advance that it will 
be possible to raise the money even 
with the increased revenue which the 
company is seeking. There is no 
doubt that the assurance of sufficient 
additional revenue to take care of the 
interest on the new securities and the 
financing of them, will go a long way 
toward solving this problem. If the 


company cannot finance the new con- . 


struction, of course, it will not enter 
into contracts for the new construc- 
tion, and therefore the matter would 
be dropped.” 


Bartlett - Hayward Awarded 
Contract for Steel Work 
at Baltimore 


The Consolidated Gas, Electric 
Light & Power Company, Baltimore, 
Md., has awarded to Bartlett-Hay- 
ward Company the contract for the 
steelwork in connection with the con- 
struction of a gas tank at Fort Ave- 
nue and Leadenhall Street. The 
foundation work will be done by the 
Benjamin F. Bennet Company. The 
tank will be 219 ft. in diameter and 
219 ft. high. 
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Mahan Rpmpaay Laos Tits and * ene for meeded im- 


“ye _ of Land 
~The: Seales Gas “Light & Coke 


“~Company has added to the site of its 


proposed $15,000,000 gas plant, hay- 
ing just recorded its lease from the 
Sanitary District of Chicago of a 
tract of 4.46 acres of land on the 
north side of the drainage canal, at 
the intersection of the Western In- 
diana Belt Railway right of way. 
The lease is for a term of ninety-nine 
years, from Nov. 1, 1917, and pro- 
vides for an aggregate rental of $98,- 
733, at the rate of a total of $4,181 
for the first five years, $42,649 for 
the next forty-five years, and $51,- 
903 for the remaining forty-nine 
years of the term. The average an- 
nual rental for the term is approxi- 
mately $1,000, which is equivalent to 
5 per cent on $20,000, or at the rate 
of about $4,500 an acre. The prop- 
erty is at Forty-sixth Avenue and 
adjoins other holdings of the gas 
company. 


Wyandotte County Company 
to Enlarge Plant— Bond 
Issue Authorized 


The Wyandotte County Gas Com- 
pany, Kansas City, Kan., has been 
given permission to issue $121,000 in 
first mortgage 6 per cent gold bonds 
by the public utilities commission. 
As set out in the certificate, the pur- 
pose for which these securities are to 
be issued are for the acquisition of 
property for the purpose of carry- 
ing out the corporate powers of said 
company ; for the construction, com- 
pletion, extension and improvement 
of its facilities; for the improve- 
‘ment of its service, and for the dis- 
charge and lawful refunding of its 
obligations. Said bonds are to be 
sold for cash at par ,and accrued in- 
terest. 


The Wyandotte County Gas Com- 


‘pany proposes to enlarge and equip 


its plant, so that it can mix natural 
gas with artificial gas, and thus be 
able to supply this community when 
there is a shortage of the former. 


Brooklyn Company Asks Per- 
mission to Issue Stock 


The Brooklyn (N. Y.) Borough 
Gas Company has applied to the 
public service commission for au- 
thority to issue $250,000 in common 
stock. The money is needed, it was 





said, to meet fixed capital expendi- 


m3 to ahaa mn mains an —— 


of the company. 

If the authority is granted 2,500 
shares of stock at a par value of 
$100 will be issued, which is half the 
amount of an issue authorized by the 
stockholders on Oct. 21, 1913, the 
other half having already been is- 
sued, 


Set Aside Appropriation for 
Main Extensions 

The extension of the 6 and 4-in. 
gas mains on Grand Avenue, between 
Eighty-fourth Avenue West and 
Spring Street, Duluth, Minn., was 
provided for by the city commis- 
sioners at the regular meeting 
April 8. 


Toluol Plant Completed at 
Minneapolis 

Everything is in readiness for the 
beginning of the manufacture of tol- 
uol at the new plant of the Minne- 
apolis (Minn.) Gas Light Company. 

The still building practically is 
completed, the apparatus is in place 
and as soon as a consignment of 
straw oil shipped by the Government 
from Philadelphia two weeks ago is 
received, the manufacture of toluol 
for the use of the Government in 
making high explosives will begin. 

The product will not be refined at 
Minneapolis, but will be shipped 
either to Duluth or Chicago, where 
refineries are located. 

A. H. Rand, of the Gas Light Com- 
pany, said the date when the extrac- 
tion of toluol would begin was still 
indefinite, and depended entirely 
upon the receipt of supplies. 


Brainerd Plant Loses Money 
But Will be Enlarged 


The Brainerd (Minn.) Gas & 
Electric Company has filed with the 
city clerk its statement of gross and 
net earnings from Jan. 1, to Dec. 31, 
1917, showing a net loss of $8,582.77. 

Gross earnings on gas were $13,- 
386.23 and custom work and mer- 
chandise was $1,221.68, making a 
total of $14,607.91. The operating 
expenses amounted to $23,190.68. 

The company plans the addition 
of a duplicate gas generating plant 
costing over $10,000, the machinery 
of which will be shipped there on 
April 1, and be installed and ready 
for operation by June 30. 











